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Change of Watch
by Marilyn Stender
Morning had broken, it was a beautiful, crisp fall day and the Stender crew 
was preparing for the Change of Watch celebration.  The venue had been 
secured months before, the private bar area for enjoying cocktails and 
hors-oeuvres would be warmed by the glow in the stone fireplace later that 
evening. Soon the crew would begin to decorate the ballroom tables with 
fine linens, fresh bouquets featuring the Petaluma Yacht Club colors en-
hancing the nautical- themed decor displayed throughout the chandelier lit 
room.  The view of the hills and pool area from the floor-to-ceiling win-
dows in the ballroom would be magnificent at sunset.
A delightful gourmet menu featuring prime rib and fish, delectable sides, 
and of course a vegetarian entrée choice, had been selected.  The Vice 
Commodore selected the wine and spirits with care, and after dinner the 
members would enjoy flaming baked Alaska.
The podium would be arranged at the front of the room so that the official 
Change of Watch would be highlighted.  The Commodore, Leland Fish-
man, would graciously recount highlights of the unprecedented year with 
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  Change of Watch - continued from page  1

gratitude as he navigated a year in which PYC friend-
ships, cruise outs, social events, and general meeting 
dinners were dramatically altered. His Bridge, Board 
of Directors, and Committee chairs, would soon 
know how much the membership appreciated the 
tough and mindful decisions they made to keep us all 
safe. Eloquently, Staff Commodore, Francesca Smith, 
would later initiate and welcome the new Bridge and 
Board of Directors.
Back at home later that day, the newly elected Com-
modore and his wife were so excited!  Family and 
friends had gathered together from Oregon, Tahoe, 
and their neighborhood to celebrate. The couple 
was feeling immensely blessed by the incredible new 
friends they had made, the breath of boating knowl-
edge and nautical adventures they experienced, and 
the excitement for what the future would hold.  It 
would truly be an evening where dreams would come 
true...
I awoke to the sound of the lawnmower roaring next 
door as I looked out the window at a blustery, cold 
fall day.  It was the morning of the Change of Watch 
celebration and I realized I had dreamed of the event 

Bruce and I had first imagined. I quickly became 
conscious that it was time to transform our family 
room for the Zoom festivities that would occur later 
that evening.  With a screen gathered from a friend 
and the assistance of crew Stender, we were able to 
hide the bikes in the corner, dog bowls, and other 
assorted items to create a merry space to celebrate 
remotely through Zoom.  I feared it might develop 
into a nightmare as we tried to connect electronics 
and computers, decorate for this cramped venue mak-
ing sure everything would be visible on such a small 
screen.  As usual, the Stender crew created a success-
ful transformation as family and PYC members joined 
in online later that evening.   
As everyone began to congregate online, we were 
delighted by the energy displayed, as all were wel-
comed with smiles and warm greetings.  The festive 
celebration of our dreams manifested in the display of 
multiple decorated spaces, some dapper looking folks, 
and pages of Zoom meeting participants as we all 
joined in a toast to The Change of Watch.
Bruce and I feel so blessed to have experienced such 
an amazing dream come true. 
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PYC Golf Outing
by s/c Francesca Smith
As luck would have it, winter weather hit Sonoma County the day our PYC golfers hit the links… But even 
before the round started, we had several on the injured list… including one S/C, who will remain anonymous, 
who pulled a muscle while hitting balls at the driving range a couple days before!  Bundled in parkas, hats and 
long-johns, we still enjoyed the day, albeit an abbreviated round for most of us.  After my pre-round bracer 
(Decaf and Jameson’s), I joined the ladies for 4-holes.  Bente Niles, Cathy Lehmann, Tina Powell and I admit it 
- we are “fair weather” golfers!  I managed to hit trees on multiple occasions, just to make sure that any sleeping 
squirrels wouldn’t miss their wake up calls.  Each golfer was in their own cart for social distancing and after 
months of zoom calls, it was refreshing to finally set eyes on some of our PYC friends in person!  The wind, 
however, was picking up our tee shots and hurling them to starboard… Yes, it was the wind…. at least that’s my 
story and I’m sticking to it.  Falling temperatures, wind and then drizzle finally did us all in.  Well except for 
Bryant Moynihan and PYC guest Steve Sager who held out for the full 18 holes.   Jr Staff Commodore Leland 
Fishman and Commodore Bruce Stender showed good form as did S/C McKenzie Smith who organized the 
outing.  McKenzie was delighted that Colleen Mahoney and Veronique Anxolabehere’s son Nicolas was able to 
join.  Nic has quite the drive, I’ve been told.  And although Nic is relatively new to the sport, by last week he 
had already notched his first hole-in-one on the Petaluma Golf & Country Club course! Not bad for a junior 
golfer.  I expect soon he’ll be giving our (ahem) “senior” golfers a run for their money…. 
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Janitorial Supplies

Shipping & Packing Supplies

Food Service

Office Supplies

First Aid & Safety Supplies

Call for a free business evaluation at (800) 675-7750
Lighting

Fishman Supply Proudly Supports 

For more than 50 years, Fishman Supply Company has provided 
janitorial, office, packaging, break room, lighting and safety supplies 

to hotels and motels, industrial plants, health care institutions, 
schools, restaurants and other businesses in California’s five county 

North Bay area.

We serve a growing number of customers who appreci-
ate working with a local supplier, getting real service 

and receiving real value.

http://fishmansupply.com
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River News
Navigation Hazard
by s/c Francesca Smith
The river’s finally dredged, the ribbon has been cut by all 
the usual suspects and then came the news….. a derelict 
barge sank in the river near Haystack Landing.  Can the 
river get a break?!  
The barge currently sits cattywampus to the shore which in 
theory could obstruct vessel traffic.  With boats scheduled 
to cruise to the Turning Basin over Thanksgiving weekend, 
Rear Commodore Linda Lockwood accompanied by 
Staff Commodores McKenzie and I went on to view the 
location and report back to the Bridge.  
To view the 
sunken barge 
from the 
river bank, 
we drove 
through the 
“Riverfront” 
h o u s i n g 
development 
construction 
site (off 
Caulfield and 
Hopper).  After watching a coyote wander ahead of us for 
a time, we made our way on foot to the river’s edge.  A 
portion of the barge is submerged and a floating boom 
has been placed around the barge to trap any fluids that 
may be leaking from the vessel.  Over the past two weeks, 
McKenzie spoke with Coast Guard who advised that the 
river is 14 feet deep and 20 feet wide at that location at 
low tide.  The savvy skipper will attempt passage at as 
high a tide as possible to allow for more maneuvering 
room past the barge.  
According to knowledgeable sources, the barge owner has 
neither insurance nor funds to complete necessary repairs 
to re-float the barge and move it out of the waterway 
anytime soon.  A Fish & Game warden on scene earlier 
this week posited that this will be a long-term situation, 
so skippers need to be prepared to navigate around the 
barge for many, many months…. 

Mud Bound
by Laura Brazil

A week or so 
ago Richie 
and I took a 
brisk sunny 
ride on our 
20 foot AB 
inflatable 
came upon 
Laissez Faire 
stuck in the 
dredge spoils 

that were dumped out at Schollenberger?  She's a beauty! 
The owner certainly wasn’t around so we left her looking 
sad and stranded.
This week we went out in our kayaks to go see if Laissez 
Faire was still there she was not, so we figured, she MUST 
be safely back in the Marina, and HOPEFULLY not out 
to sea!  Sure enough as we paddled back to the Marina, we 
recognized her mast/
with mast steps and 
her flags blowing 
straight down, so we 
eagerly paddled right 
up to her. 
There on the boat we 
met Laissez Faire's 
owner Calvin and 
his pup Tinkerbell, 
safe and sound back 
in the Marina on 
the boat.  Turns out 
that running the 
boat aground was 
purposeful. It is an 
easy and inexpensive way to work on the hull of a boat. 
Calvin needed to make some repairs to his transducer. It did 
take longer than he expected, as the boat was beached for 
4 days.   Calvin laughed as he told us that in those 4 days, 
"Many people were trying to figure out what happened 
and who's boat it was? There was even a concerned plea on 
Nextdoor!"  We were so glad to find out his boat was OK.



Page 6 Newsletter - December  2020P
Y
C

Keefe Kaplan Maritime, Inc

http://www.kkmi.com/
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From Tom's Galley 
Baked Ahi Steak with a Garlic Cilantro Sauce

Ingredients
 ⚓ 4 Ahi steaks about 

3/4 inch thick
 ⚓ 1 large yellow onion, 

skinned, cut in half 
and sliced into thin 
moon slices

 ⚓ Salt and pepper
 ⚓ 3 cloves garlic

 ⚓ 1 bunch cilantro, 
leaves and stems 
chopped.

 ⚓ 1/3 cup lime juice
 ⚓ 2 tablespoons white 

wine vinegar
 ⚓ 6 tablespoons olive 

oil

Preheat oven to 350°.
Salt Ahi steaks well and set aside.
Place 2 tablespoons olive oil in a large skillet, add onion 
slices and sauté over high heat until onions start to char. 
Remove from heat.
Pour lime juice into a casserole dish large enough to 
hold Ahi steaks.
Lay half the onions in casserole dish.

Lay Ahi steaks on onions and top fish with remaining 
onions.
Drizzle with 2 tablespoons olive oil.
Cover dish with foil and bake 20 minutes. Remove foil 
after 10 minutes of baking and continue to bake.
Meanwhile, process garlic, white wine vinegar, and 
cilantro in a food processor until pureed. With 
processor running, drizzle 2 tablespoons olive oil into 
mixture until smooth.
When Ahi is cooked, lay a bed of cilantro sauce on plate.
Lay Ahi on sauce.
Top Ahi with onions and serve.

These recipes have been created by staff commodore and 
chef Tom Griffith and are designed to be prepared on 
board your boat, land yacht or at home using only two 
burners or a BBQ. 
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Continued from last month...
 I squinted, fumbled for my sun-
glasses, and carefully exited the 
plane; the sweltering heat blast-
ing up my nostrils caused me to 
cough uncontrollably.  
"Watch your step," the pilot 
urged.
The brilliant sunshine blinding 
me as I tightly grasped the rail.

Take it easy, no hurry. 
Stepping onto the seldom-used Sayulita Mexico run-
way brought a shit-eating grin to my mug. Soon I 
would see her.
Quicker than I could say, "It's hotter than the hinges on 
the gates of Hell," I spotted Jorge's rusted, red Toyota 
pick-up ambling past the trees, turning left through the 
airport's rusty open gate. His toothless grin was easily 
giving away his identity. A smile only a mother could 
love.
"Hola, Amigo!" He yelled out the broken window. I 
raised my good arm and gave him a hearty wave. It'll 
be nice to catch up with my old friend. Jorge and I go 
way back.  
"Wait till you see her, Amigo. Your jaw will fall on the 
ground." Jorge said in broken English. 
A short five-minute drive brought us skidding to a 
halt on the beach, where Jorge raised a crooked finger, 
pointed towards the water, and said, "She's there señor, 

by the palm tree, see?" 
I quietly stepped out of the truck, wobbled a few feet, 
and stared. My heart skipped a beat. She was beautiful. 
I could only see her from behind and was instantly 
impressed with her shape. 
"Nice," I mumbled, cracking open a cold one. 
I haven't been looking for a new love, but Jorge insisted 
I meet her. I was anxious to see her up close.  
"She's everything you want, Amigo. I know what you 
like!" Jorge giggled, his bright red gums forming a 
strange smile.
"Introduce me!" I demanded.
She wasn't moving as we quietly walked closer. I felt a 
chill run up my spine; my intrigue to get a closer look 
made me feel like a teenager.  
Once on the dock, I stole a look at her from the side 
and then the front.  
"How old is she?" I questioned.
"33 .... and she's thirty-four feet, A 1987 double cabin 
Mainship." Jorge chimed.
"She's a beauty indeed!" 

Whye Waite

Readers can contact Cap'n Waite at whyewaite@gmail.
com

Whye Waite's Musings
Sayulita Sally



Page 9 Newsletter - December 2020P
Y
C

Sunshine and Birthdays

DECEMBER
1st Patty Paula
2nd Susan Muscatell
3rd Thom Knudson
3rd Connie Madrid
4th Sal Taormina

20th Bente Niles
23rd Drea Pierotti
24th Lynn Anderson 

Day

by Sunshine Reporter Rosemary Hart

It is a HUGE ray 
of sunshine in this 
rather dark year to 
have boats back in the 
turning basin!  My 
husband, Kevin and 
I were having lunch 
at Taps when the 
very first after-dredge 
yacht cruised under 
the drawbridge and 
parked in front of our 

Petaluma Yacht Club.  We were so excited!  Defi-
nitely something to celebrate!
Speaking of celebrating, next time you have a glass 
in your hand please raise it in toast to PYC’s own 
Frank and Patty Paula!  They just celebrated their 
Silver 25th Wedding Anniversary.  COVID post-
poned their Danube River cruise, but these two 
got creative and 
changed the cel-
ebration to a safe 
driving trip to Pat-
ty’s hometown of 
Fingal, North Da-
kota.  There they 
had their marriage 
blessed in her 
hometown church.  
That makes them 
newlyweds again!  
The trip concluded 

  

with a visit to Glacier National Park.  Congratulations 
Frank and Patty!
And, it’s Patty’s birthday, now too.  Lots to celebrate for 
those two.  

As always, drop me a 
line if you have some 
sunshine to share – 
rosyhart13@gmail.
com

If you have any news 
that can or should be 
shared with the Club, 
please let Rosemary 
know via email at rosy-
hart13@gmail.com

http://johnstonthomas.com
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Flag Officer Reports 
BRUCE STENDER - Commodore

I must first express my 
sincere appreciation to 
the PYC members for 
an incredible "virtual" 
Change of Watch cele-
bration!  I want to thank 
everyone who stepped 
up to volunteer for po-
sitions on the Bridge, 
Board of Directors and 
Chairs.  We are all ex-
cited for 2021 and a year 
filled with boating and 

social connection ( at a safe distance of course! ). 
As we move forward, it is the intention of the Bridge 
and Board to make safety and health of the membership 

a priority.  Consequently, after discussions with the Pet-
aluma Downtown Association, I regretfully announce 
the cancellation of the Holiday Lighted Boat Parade on 
December 5, 2020 due to COVID-19 concerns. 
However, if you visit the Petaluma turning basin by 
boat this holiday season, feel free to decorate your boat 
and shine light on the joy of the season! 
It is with a grateful and hopeful heart that I begin this 
year as your Commodore. 
Wishing everyone a wonderful holiday season. 
Let the adventure continue! 

LEANNE GALLUP - Vice Commodore
As your new Vice 
Commodore,  I am 
itching to open our club 
but as we know; the 
“C” word still lingers.  
We’ve been receiving 
many calls about clubs 
wanting to come up 
and it’s sad to let them 
know we are closed.  I 
feel like that old Target 
commercial “OPEN, 
OPEN, OPEN.”  Once 

we know it’s safe (vaccines are here) and we get close to 
a re-open date, I will send out an email about signing 
up for bar duty.  So please stay tuned for that.  We 
plan to have a huge celebration when we do and I will 
make sure our bar is fully stocked.  A lot of us will need 
to get bar training again since it’s been forever since 
we’ve bartended.  Those dates will also be sent out 
closer to when we know when we will open.  Lastly, 
I plan on having fun monthly signature cocktails for 
all to tantalize our taste-buds with.  In the meantime, 
I’ll post some recipes below.  So, again OPEN, OPEN, 
OPEN :-). I wish you all Happy Holidays and Cheers 
to a NEW 2021!
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LINDA LOCKWOOD - Rear Commodore
As your new Rear Com-
modore I am fast com-
ing up to speed on many 
new responsibilities and 
loving it. Thank you 
Leanne for the train-
ing and Francesca for 
the master classes in 
all things Rear Com-
modore! Fall has been 
busy, notwithstanding 
-- getting our new boat, 

"Outta Here" commissioned and out on the water. The 
most exciting activity by far has been watching the 
dredging conclude on our beloved river and turning 
basin that has given way to "Cruise In' requests com-
ing fast and frequent.   
I am delighted to report that a week has not gone by 
without a Yacht Club calling to reserve for 2021, or 
inquiring about the depth and facilities in the turning 
basin, and or to actually make a reservation for the 
remainder of 2020.  Thanksgiving week our turning 
basin hosted a couple of small cruise ins (one from 
Willow Berm YC and the other an independent sail-

or.) They were one boat each but hey - it's a start!  
Many thanks to Leland and the Corbett's for greeting 
many curious boat owners already coming up the riv-
er during our 'change of watch' month, immediately 
after the dredging was completed.  Regretfully these 
mariners are not be able to enjoy a signature cocktail 
or a simple cold beer at the illustrious PYC Bar, alas 
they are able to savor some outdoor dining options 
and enjoy the charm our lovely Petaluma offers. 
On other notes of interest, given the club's closure, all 
club rentals previously on the books have been post-
poned. I expect there to be an uptick on this front once 
we are able to open our doors. Additionally once we 
open, a "Cruise In" calendar, reflecting all visiting YCs 
will be posted inside the club. Lastly, look for an early 
(tentative of course) April work weekend date coming 
your way.  Once the Building Committee meets I will 
be getting that date out to all. 
Here's wishing the happiest of holidays to everyone -- 
this is certainly the year and season to be truly thank-
ful for everyone you have.  I certainly am with our 
PYC Community.  



Page 12 Newsletter - December  2020P
Y
C

Annual General Meeting Minutes Nov 6th, 2020
Petaluma Yacht Club Change of Watch minutes, 
November 6th 2020 (Via Zoom)
1) Call to order at 6:00pm
2) Guests: Multiple guests including Leland 

Fishman, Bruce Stender, Leanne Gallup and Linda 
Lockwood. Being virtual, all attendees supported 
the meeting by dressing up for the event to make it 
a memorable night.

3) Change of Watch – Induction of Bruce Stender 
(Commodore), Leanne Gallup (Vice Commodore), 
Linda Lockwood (Rear Commodore) and Leland 
Fishman (Junior Staff Commodore)

4) Commodore Report – Bruce thanked all the 
committee chairs from 2020 for their service to the 
club. He also expressed appreciation for all those 
are stepping up again next year. Listed as follows:
a) Advertising Linda Corbett
b) Building Al Alys
c) Coop Jill Olson
d) Cruise Mike Freeman
e) Cruise-In Greeters Tom & Linda Corbett
f) Delta Cruise-Out McKenzie Smith
g) Events Marilyn Slender
h) Fleet Medic Salvatore (Sal) Taormina

i) Fleet Safety Officer Mike Freeman
j) Galley Francesca Smith
k) Membership Tom Corbett
l) Newsletter Stephen Hamilton
m) PICYA Jill Olson , Linda & Forest Blue
n) Photography Gerry Reinartz
o) Sunshine Rosemary Hart
p) Webmaster Gerry Reinartz

5) Officer Report – New officers communicated to 
attendee’s for 2021
a) Secretary Kristy McDill
b) Treasurer Sherri Adams
c) Director Al Alys, Salvatore (Sal) Taormina, 

Rich Brazil, Linda Blue 
At 7:00pm Bruce, Leanne and Linda accepted 
their positions respectively. The board and 
committees will take up the gavel with all their 
new authority and keep our club in ship-shape 
throughout the next year.

6) Next Board Meeting will be November 19th at 6pm 
at PYC

7) Next General Meeting will be December 4th, TBD 
on Zoom set up

COOP News
submitted by David Quist
I propose to write up how we need to put 2020 behind 
us now and move on to 2021 by purchasing this new 
COOP item for 4 reasons.

 ⚓ 1. Celebrate dredging completion.
 ⚓ 2. Celebrate the end of the election (however it 

turns out).
 ⚓ 3. Bring income to the club and have an early 

holiday gift choice for newer members, family and 
friends.

And, most importantly,
 ⚓ 4. A double shot sized 2021 barrel glass to fill with 

your most favorite drink to FORGET 2020 and 
move on!

Check with Jill Olson to order your 'Getting over 2020' 
club tumbler now!
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STAFF COMMODORES 

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

Officers, Directors & Committees

Alfred A Alys 1977-79
Tony Smith 1979-80
Doug Robinson 1980-81
Barry Parkinson 1981-82
Charles English 1982-83
Pat Ryan 1983-84
Harry Simpson 1984-85
Alfred A Alys 1985-86
Gerald Cooper 1986-87
Bill Bradford 1987-88
Dave Simonson 1988-89
Donald Hoirup 1989-90
Jerry Wright 1990-91
Neal Parker 1991-92

Duffy Stewart 1992-93
Ted Lehmann 1993-94
Cris Crispen 1994-95
Tom Griffith 1995-96
Steve Hand 1996-97
Tom Bamberger 1997-98
Glenn Burch 1998-99
Rose Collins 1999-00
Mary McDermott 2000-01
Harold Niles 2001-02
Larry Kubo 2002-03
McKenzie Smith 2003-04
James Keller 2004-05
Diane Parker 2005-06

Tom Corbett 2006-07
Don Roberts 2007-08
Levi Swift 2008-09
Francesca Smith 2009-10
Diana Holmes 2010-11
Linda Blue 2011-12
Marty Little 2012-13
Gerry Reinartz 2013-14
Ted Adams 2014-15
Tina Powell 2015-16
Ted Adams 2016-17
McKenzie Smith 2017-2018
Todd Mendoza 2018-2019
Leland FIshman 2019-2020

ADVERTISING 
Linda Corbett (707) 364-3192

BUILDING 
s/c Al Alys

COOP 
Jill Olson
CRUISE 

Mike Freeman
CRUISE-IN GREETERS 
s/c Tom & Linda Corbett

DELTA CRUISE-OUT 
s/c McKenzie Smith

EVENTS 
Marilyn Stender
FLEET MEDIC

Sal Taormina
FLEET SAFETY OFFICER

Mike Freeman
GALLEY

s/c Francesca Smith
MEMBERSHIP
s/c Tom Corbett 

NEWSLETTER 
Stephen Hamilton
PHOTOGRAPHY 
s/c Gerry Reinartz

P.I.C.Y.A. 
s/c Linda Blue

Jill Olson
Forest Blue

SUNSHINE 
Rosemary Hart
WEB MASTER 

s/c Gerry Reinartz

COMMODORE
Bruce Stender

(707) 495-6671

VICE COMMODORE
Leanne Gallup
(707) 217-2996

 REAR COMMODORE
Linda Lockwood
(415) 755-8442

Clubhouse Phone: 707-765-9725  
Email: pycmail@reinwalk.com   
Web Site: www.petalumayachtclub.com 
Membership System: https://members.petalumayachtclub.com or pycinfo@petalumayachtclub.com
Latitude: 38.2344467 N  Longitude: 122.6397784 W

JR STAFF COMMODORE
Leland Fishman
(707) 974-7138

SECRETARY
Kristy McGill

(707)-495-1636.

TREASURER
Sherri Adams

(415) 328-5542

DIRECTORS
 s/c Al Alys,  s/c Linda Blue, Rich 

Brazil, Sal Taormina

mailto:pycmail@reinwalk.com
www.petalumayachtclub.com
https://members.petalumayachtclub.com
mailto:pycinfo@petalumayachtclub.com
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Advertisements
 Support our local businesses who advertise here.  Tell them you saw their ad in Chicken Scratch!

Sonoma Coast Spirits
Craft  Distillery

Jill Olson
Founder / Maker / Sales

429 1st Street #7, 
Petaluma, CA 94952 

707-331 -0718

Jill@SonomaCoastSpirits.com
www.SonomaCoastSpirits.com

http://BNKLaw.net
http://www.petalumacoffee.com/
http://www.allcalifornia.com/cmadrid/
http://sonomacoastspirits.com
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Advertisements - continued

mailto:LYNNANDERSONMEDIA%40GMAIL.COM?subject=From%20PYC%20Newsletter
http://www.michaeldaymediaincentives.com/
http://apattorney.com
https://www.hollingsworthjewelers.com
http://palmgrensengravables.com/
http://www.ofdelectric.com
http://www.sonomatravelservice.com/
mailto:sandi.sullivan%40bundesen.com%3Blinda.buffo%40bundesen.com?subject=From%20the%20PYC%20Ad
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Petaluma Yacht Club
10 C St
Petaluma CA 94952

First Class

December 2020
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

General Meeting - 
Zoom 6:00pm CLub Closed

Club Closed Club Closed

Board Meeting Online 
At 6:00pm Club Closed Club Closed

Chicken Scratch 
Newsletter deadline Club Closed Club Closed


