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All I want is good music, great 
fr iends, bright lights, and late 

nights!

Pet alum a Yacht  Club's Sher r i Adam s

inst alled as t he  TREASURER of

PICYA!

"Only two sailors, in 
my experience, never 

ran aground. One 
never left port and 
the other was an 

atrocious liar.

- Don Bamford
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Conquer Your Fear of the Steely Beast
 Attend the Engine Maintenance Class

Roy Johnston

Okay, I know I?m no fool, I?ve been to high school. And I know I should be able to service and 
perform emergency repairs on Lucy!?s engine and our dinghy outboard. Then why does my 
heart race and my palms sweat every time I open the engine cover?

After hundreds of hours on the couch ? my TV couch, not the psychologist?s couch ? I?ve come 
to the realization that I?m simply afraid of screwing something up. 

How about you? What?s your fear level around engines? I get it. You?re as afraid as I am. 
Engines are hot, noisy, and smelly. They all but shout, ?Touch me and I?ll never run right 
again.?

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, ?Always do what you are afraid to do.? The engine maintenance 
class is just what the doctor ordered. Together we?ll learn the basics of how engines work, what 
maintenance and repairs can we perform, and how to recognize when we need professional 
help. We will cover diesel and gasoline engines, including built-in, inboard-outboard, and 
outboard engines. And the class is not just theory. There?s even a day of hands-on learning  
And ladies, this is the perfect class for you!

Get ready to finally understand that steely beast lurking somewhere in the bottom of your 
boat, and conquer that inner engine dweeb once and for all. See the flyer for more 
information, and join me on March 8! 

Just a tidbit of "Boating..??"

Occasionally when Maureen has to work on a Cruise-Out weekend, I've been 
known to take Chez Tomas out alone and catch up with the Club somewhere. 
It was one of these jaunts that I found myself in the middle of San Pablo Bay 
around 10:00 am and slack tide. Something was different this trip.....I dropped 
both throttles and cut both engines, coming to a dead rest. Here I was in the 
middle of the Bay, 74 degrees, full sun without a cloud in the sky. Sitting in 
the middle of the shipping channel, there wasn't a boat of any kind in 
site......There was no wind....Just Perfect Calm. I sat there with a smile on my 
face for 30 minutes.....The water was like polished glass.....Complete 
Serenity.....

Sincerely,

Mark Gotham

Why Do You Like Boat ing?

A Response!

"A strong, reliable engine is - in many 
cases - an adequate substitute for 

seamanship." - Eric Slosser
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"By and large" is originally a sailing term meaning "alternately close-hauled and 
not close-hauled." A ship that is sailing "close-hauled" is sailing as directly into 
the wind as possible (typically within about 45 degrees of the wind). The "by" 
part of the phrase means "close-hauled." (This "by" also appears in the term "full 
and by", meaning "sailing with all sails full and close to the wind as possible.") 
"Large," by contrast, refers to a point of sail in which the wind is hitting the boat 
"abaft the beam," or behind the boat 's widest point. A 1669 example of a variant 
spelling of "by and large" gives us a sense of the range implied: "Thus you see 
the ship handled in fair weather and foul, by and learge" (S. Sturmy, Mariners 
Magazine). The suggestion of a wide range carries over into the term's "in 
general" sense.  Merriam-Webster

Throw me off the highest 
building, and I'll not break. Put 
me in the ocean, and I will. What 
am I?

Answer on page 12
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There comes a time in most lad?s n lassie?s 
lives where they feel the need to raise the 

Black Flag

MAY 27-28-29

PETALUMA YACHT CLUB

Mem or ial Day Pirat e's Cove!
Shiver  m e t im bers! Ye be invit ed t o 

t he bount iest  of  par t ies!
Thar  shall be all k inds of   fun and 

f r ivolit y

Pirat e cock t ail cont est

Cost um e  Cont est

Dancing

Walk  t he Plank  Poker  Walk

For Information call

Squidlips Gail Swift  415/847-4775

Piracy is the way o life. Ahoy

2017 Ar r r !
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Bora Bora is a small South Pacific island northwest of Tahiti in 
French Polynesia. Surrounded by sand-fringed motus (islets) and 
a turquoise lagoon protected by a coral reef, it?s known for its 
scuba diving. It's also a popular luxury resort destination where 
some guest bungalows are perched over the water on stilts. At 
the island's center rises Mt. Otemanu, a 727m dormant volcano. 
(Wikipedia)

Tom Griffith -  A Petaluma Yacht Club member for over 25 years knows a little about 
Bora Bora!

Tom write to us: In January, Carrie and I went to Tahiti with our friends, Van and Alyse, to board a cruise 
ship and tour the South Pacific islands. When we got to Bora Bora we found out they have a yacht club, so 
we had to go find it. We rented dune buggies and set out as the skies darkened. Then the wind came up, 
sustained 30 mph gusting to 45, and it started a torrential downpour, coming at us horizontally with 
raindrops the size of pebbles. We are in a dune buggy with no windshield, doors, or protection of any kind, 
driving into this horizontal rain at 20 mph. I couldn?t see as the rain stung our faces. Almost ran over a 
chicken and a dog that were wandering on the roadway. When we got to the yacht club we were drenched 
to the bone. It looked like a wet T-shirt contest. The yacht club took us in and gave us towels to dry off and 
have a drink. Very friendly, even though they were not open for business yet. We acquired one of there 
buggies for our club, which we will present to the club at March GM. When we got back to the ship I had 
to lay our money out on the bed to dry, it was that wet.

(in the picture of us behind the bar we are soaking wet.)
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E V E N T S
3/17  St Patrick's Day Dinner. $25         
per person.  7:00 PM  RSVP to  Sherri 
at shernted@comcast.net NO LATER 
THAN MARCH 13th

4/8  Petaluma Yacht Club Cleanup 
Day

4/22   Opening Day On The River 

5/27-28-29 Memorial Day  Weekend

6/23/24 Benbow Inn 

The Delta Crise starts on: 

12/9 Lighted Boat Parade

In The Future

Pasta Feed

Dingy Dine Around

Wheel Chair Regatta

7/12 Fri at the Pittsburg YC

7/22 Sat & 7/23 Sun at Oxbow 
Marina and Marina West YC

7/24 Mon  - 7/28 Fri am at Delta 
Yacht Club

7/24 Mon - 7/28  Fri at Mildred 
Island

7/31 Mon Stockton Yacht Club

mailto:shernted@comcast.net
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Please contact me if you know if one of our members 
are sick or any other news about our members.  I can't 
do my job without your help!

Sunshine Chairperson Linda Frost

lindafrost@comcast.net

Call me 707-481-3839

Or 707-780-8812

MARCH BIRTHDAYS

4th Sheila Bride

4th Barry Parkinson

7th Doug Xiques

10th     Shirl Maxon

11th     Mimi Roddick

13th John Wolthausen

13th     Kurt Schau

15th Lauren Lautner

17th Duffy Stewart

19th      Kurt Lehmann

20th      Nicole Hill

21st Margaret Kram

22nd Rose Collins

23rd James Keller

23rd Jim Sleep

23rd Carrie Zurney

25th Nancy Keller

28th Julie Voix

28th     Chip Smith

28th     Marilyn Stender

30th Larry Kubo

30th Elaine Tarr

31st       Stephen Hamilton

Doub Xiques was in the hospital for an 
extended time and is home now slowly 
recovering. 

Answer: A wave!
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FLAG OFFICER'S REPORTS
TED ADAMS - COMMODORE

Wow, March already. Been a busy couple 
months, and the board meetings are no different.  
We added some storage to the hallway in the 
back of the club.  This will let us get tools and 
extra?s out of the very-busy-at-times Galley! We 
are looking at new chairs to replace the bar 
chairs, and we are getting primed for all of the 
Memorial Day activities.

Speaking of Memorial Day, we need volunteers. 
If you can help out, it would be a great time to 
step up and help. There are many jobs still 
needing to be filled and tasks to be completed.  I 
am sure there is something you can do.  There 
are several behind the scenes tasks that need to 
be done in preparation for the weekend.  The 
weekend is very important to the club and to 
each of us as members.  Besides all that, it is a 
LOT of fun. The folks that come to Petaluma 
Yacht Club for the weekend have a great time 
and rave about it whenever you see them at their 
club. See Squidlips (Gail Swift) and she?ll set you 
up. 

There are also some new membership and 
sponsor rules being worked on by your Board.  
We plan to have them  in place in a couple 
months. The goal is to have prospective 
members and their sponsors to be well 
acquainted with each other. The time frame for 
becoming a member is being looked at as well.

Third times a charm, I guess. Larry Calvert and 
Mike Freeman have moved the Benicia cruise to 
the 24th of March. We are looking forward to 
the first of what I hope will be many cruises this 
year. If you have any ideas for a cruise, get in 
touch with Mike Freeman.

The Crab Feed was a great success, and a good 

time was had by all. St. Paddies day coming this 
month and help is needed to put it on. We still need 
folks to put on General Meeting dinners, so don?t be 
shy, and if you think it might be, it is your turn. 

Last but certainly not least, some late housekeeping 
I failed to mention last month. My wife Sherri was 
installed as Treasurer for PICYA at the Ball earlier 
last month and that makes her an Officer in their 
organization. I am very proud of her, and both she 
and Linda Blue will represent us there this year.

Well that?s all for this month, see you around the 
club,

Commodore

Ted Adams

Applies to lots of things in life including 
yacht refits: Good, fast and cheap. Pick 
any two; you can't have all three. - 
Capt. H. J. Earl, USCG Master, Sausalito

3/17  St Patrick's Day Dinner. $25         

per person.  7:00 PM  RSVP to  Sherri 

at shernted@comcast.net NO LATER 

THAN MARCH 13th

mailto:shernted@comcast.net
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FLAG OFFICER'S REPORTS

McKENZIE SMITH - VICE COMMODORE

Thank you Linda and Forest Blue, Gail and 
Levi Swift, Shirley and Al Alys, Duffy 
Stewart and Stephen and Fiona Hamilton for 
doing your club house and bar duty this past 
month. 

In March we have Gerry Reinartz and Nancy 
Walker tending bar on March 3rd  & 4th, 
Tom and Linda Corbett on March 10th & 
11th, David and Jana Wertzberger on March 
17th & 18th, and Thom and Lynn Knudson 
on March 24th & 25th. It should be an 
exciting month.

 

Reservations at the Benbow Inn and Benbow 
RV Park for the June 23rd trip are going 
very well. We have 9 couples that have made 
reservations at the Inn and 6 couples at the 
RV Park. So far 30 members are going and 
we think 2 -  4 friends of members are also 
going. It should be a real fun time and 
memorable.

 

Welcome home Leland Fishman and Anne 
Mirante. I know I missed you.

 

The bar is well stocked and is waiting for you.

 

Keep Plenty of Fuel in your Tanks

?Anchor as though you plan to 
stay for weeks, even if you 
intend to leave in an hour.?

- Tommy Moran
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FLAG OFFICER'S REPORTS
TODD MENDOZA - REAR COMMODORE

?The sea, once it casts its spell, 
holds one in its net of wonder 

forever.? ? Jacques Yves 
Cousteau

A COMING ATTRACTION!
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BEAUTY IS IN THE EYE OF THE BEHOLDER
At 468ft in length, with ship masts nearing 300ft high, 'Sailing Yacht A' is the world's biggest sailing 
ship.

The yacht has been built for Russian billionaire Andrey Igorevich Melnichenko out of a German 
shipyard.

Cruise speed is 18mph, with a top speed of 24mph.

The epic vessel boasts a staggering eight decks and its keel incorporates one of the largest single pieces 
of curved glass ever made at 193 square feet and weighs a whopping 1.8 tons.

It dwarfs other famous super-yachts like The Maltese Falcon, which is 298ft and weighs 1,367 
tons. The vessel features a unique underwater observation pod in the keel with 30cm-thick glass. S/Y 
A is due for delivery in 2017.  Wikipedia  Click for more info

"I don't know who named them swells. 
There's nothing swell about them. 
They should have named them 
awfuls." 

-Hugo Vihlen

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_(sailing_yacht)
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Clubhouse Phone
707-765-9725

E-mail
pycmail@reinwalk.com

Web Address
www.petalumayachtclub.com

Photo's prior to 2012
www.shutterfly.com

User Name: 
pycpictures@comcast.net

Password: petaluma

2016 -17 Officers and Directors

SECRETARY
Leland Fishman
(707) 974-7138

TREASURER
Anne Mirante
(510) 541-1624

COMMODORE
Ted Adams

(707) 658-2517
VICE 

COMMODORE
McKenzie Smith
(707) 799-4329

REAR 
COMMODORE
Todd Mendoza
(707)280-9133

DIRECTORS
Roy Johnson

Maureen Gotham
Martin Little
Joe Lautner

COMMITTEE CHAIRS

NEWSLETTER
Jay Townley

WEBMASTER
Gerry Reinartz

MEMBERSHIP
Todd Mendoza

PHOTOGRAPHY/ALBUM
Gerry Reinartz

EVENTS
Carol Anderson
Sherri Adams

MEMORIAL DAY
Gail Swift

CRUISE
Mike Freeman

P.I.C.Y.A.
Linda Blue

ADVERTISING
Connie Madrid (707)290-5443

CRUISE-IN GREETERS
Tom & Linda Corbett

SUNSHINE
Linda Frost

COOP
Maureen Gotham

Jill Olsen

GALLEY
Leland Fishman

BUILDING
Al Alys - Chair

Don Roberts, Ted Adams, Larry 
Calvert, Harold Niles, Scott 

Sibbald

DELTA CRUISE-OUT
McKenzie Smith

St af f  Com m odores

Alfred A Alys 1977-78
Alfred A. Alys 1978-79
Tony Smith 1979-80
Doug Robinson 1980-81
Barry Parkinson 1981-82
Charles English 1982-83
Pat Ryan 1983-84
Harry Simpson 1984-85
Alfred A Alys 1985-86
Gerald Cooper 1986-87
Bill Bradford 1987-88
Dave Simpson 1988-89
Donald Hoirup 1989-90
Jerry Wright 1990-91
Neal Parker 1991-92
Duffy Stewart 1992-93
Ted Lehmann 1993-94
Cris Crispen 1994-95
Tom Griffith 1995-96
Steve Hand 1996-97
Tom Bamberger 1997-98
Glenn Burch 1998-99
Rose Collins 1999-00
Mary McDermott 2000-01
Harold Niles 2001-02
Larry Kubo 2002-03
McKenzie Smith 2003-04
James Keller 2004-05
Diane Parker 2005-06
Tom Corbett 2006-07
Don Roberts 2007-08
Levi Swift 2008-09
Francesca Smith 2009-10
Diana Holmes 2010-11
Linda Blue 2011-12
Marty Little 2012-13
Gerry Reinartz 2013-14
Ted Adams 2014-15
Tina Powell 2015-16



   

18   

        

Lawyer , Sailor& 
All-Round Good Guy

Roy & Barbara 
Johnst on

- Wills & Trusts
- Probate
- Business & 

Nonprofit Law

- Trust 
Administration

- Elder Abuse
- Real Estate Law

Transaction & Litigation
Johnston | Thomas
Attorneys at Law
(707) 545-6542

rjohnston@johnstonthomas.com
1400 N. Dutton Ave., Suite 21 Santa Rosa, CA 95401

ATTENTION ADVERTISERS &

POTENTIAL ADVERTISERS

Please send your check to Connie Madrid , PYC Advertising Coordinator

(707)765-0629
Business card $75

1/4 page $125

1/2 page $200

Full page $300Be sure to shop at our advertisers and tell others about them!

They help make it all possible!
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T. H. ADAMS CONSTRUCTION
A  FULL SERVICE CONTRA CTOR

TED A DA M S

CA .CONT.LIC.648478

     TA M A RTED@YA HOO.COM          707-658-2517 OFF

      LICENSED BONDED INSURED   415-246-6318  CELL
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10 C Street
Petaluma, CA 94952
707/765-9725


