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PETALUMA YACHT CLUB 

CHICKEN SCRATCH 

NEW MEMBERS  ~ JOEL  & ANDREA LELAND 

“How did you choose Petaluma?” is a 
question that is often asked of us about 
our move here from Evanston, Illinois, a 
suburb of Chicago. We tried other lo-
cales: a house exchange for an apartment 
in the Mission and again in Cole Valley. 
We then rented a house for two weeks in 
Petaluma and somehow Petaluma felt 
more like home. It has a lovely historical 
downtown, has a small town feel, is only 
40 minutes from the Golden Gate Bridge 
and it has a palpable community spirit.  
We moved here after my husband Joel 
retired from his medical practice having studied, practiced and taught for 45 
years at Michael Reese Hospital in Chicago. Our youngest son and his wife set-
tled in Berkeley, our older son and his wife live in Manhattan and our daugh-
ter, her husband and grandson live in Wisconsin. Evanston was a wonderful 
place to raise our three children but as seniors with no relatives in that very 
cold or hot and humid windy city, Sonoma County was much more attractive 
alternative….and close to our son, my brother and his children.  

 

Joel was raised in Detroit , Michigan, Andrea was born in Quebec and moved 
to Detroit during high school. They met in college and married 1968 while Joel 
was still in Medical School.  After finishing his internship, we took off and trav-
eled Europe, the Middle East, Africa and India for 9 months on $4000…. 3rd 
class all the way. The sense of adventure never left us and we have enjoyed 
traveling ever since.  

 

When Joel started his radiology residency in Chicago, at Michael Reese in Ra-
diology, Andrea started her career as an artist, completing an MFA from the 
School of the Art Institute in Chicago in 1981.  In Evanston, we lived near Lake 
Michigan and took up sailing with a 14’ O’Day sailboat. The learning experi-
ence included an inadvertent jibe throwing Andrea into the freezing 60 degree 
water of Lake Michigan. It felt more like 30 degrees!   We sold that boat and 
bought a Laser. Sailing season in Chicago was quite short with erratic winds, 
not the best conditions for sailing. We had fun including a few more dips in the 
lake, only this time in August when the lake warmed up.     

                                                

Andrea began making ethnographic films about indigenous cultures in the Car-
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ibbean. Beginning in 1986 and up to today, her work took her 
to Haiti, Belize, Guatemala, Mexico, various Caribbean islands 
including the U.S. Virgin Islands. The work resulted in five 
documentary films currently being distributed to universities, 
museums and film festivals both nationally and international-
ly.  A radiology conference brought us both to St. John about 
20 years ago. We fell in love with paradise soon after bought a 
condo on the island. About three years later we sold the condo 
and bought a house in Fish Bay on the South Side of the is-
lands.  

 

When our youngest son graduated high school and left home, 
Andrea set up an art studio on island began to spend more 
time there. Joel visited during his breaks from work.  The waters of the Caribbean are warm and wonderful, 
ideal for swimming, snorkeling and of course sailing. The first boat we bought was a 17’ Twin Vee motor 
boat with a 50 HP motor, ideal for running around the bays at a moment’s notice. This time we willingly 
jump off the boat to snorkel in 80 degree water.  It is a short boat with a long name: ELIZABETHAN.  We 
keep it in Fish Bay where the water is shallow enough to walk out to the boat . This shallow bay is not great 
for swimming but it is an excellent breeding ground for many tropical fish, including the black tip sharks.  A 
few years later, we bought CASITA,  a 37’ Tayana sailboat with another family. To say that it needed a lot of 
work is an understatement. A young woman and her dog lived on it for years, kept it moored at a dock in St. 
Thomas, and never took care of it. Four years later the work is hardly finished, as any boat owner knows.  

 

Nevertheless, it is a beautiful boat, full of teak finishes inside and out. We have managed to change the sails, 
replaced the cabin floor, adjusted the rigging, rebuilt the engine, installed a new head, fixed a few leaking 
hatches and cleaned it up the best we could. We take it sailing almost every week when on island and found 
it to be a terrific blue water boat, excellent for inter-island sailing.  

 

We’ve had a few mishaps along the way.  A year ago Joel was with our friends sailing back from the 
boatyard in St. Thomas with no motor when the jib line broke. With little wind they were unable to come 
about and make any headway. Fortunately we were paid up on our Seatow bill. A quick phone call and they 
were rescued and towed back to our mooring, only slightly embarrassed. Another time, again coming back 
from the yard, a winch holding the port jib line came loose, but luckily this time the engine was working. It’s 
all an adventure in paradise and we continue to enjoy sailing when we can and trading our stories with oth-
er sailors over a beer.   

 

Back in Petaluma, and without a boat locally, we sought out the Petaluma Yacht Club to meet folks who en-
joy being on the water as much as we do and who know how to have a good time.  Andrea has set up an art 

studio and occasionally works in film. Her artwork can be seen 
online and at the Riverfront Gallery in Petaluma. Joel has enjoyed 
his retirement, taking up hospice training, metal sculpture and 
hiking in Helen Putnam Park. They both enjoy gardening, discov-
ering Sonoma County and camping out at music festivals.  

 

We will head back to the island this winter for more adventures. 
Our home on St. John has a guesthouse and we welcome visitors, 
especially those who love to work on boats when they are not play-
ing on them. Check out our guest on our website: 
www.stjohngeckohouse.com and let us know if you want to come 
for visit our little spot in paradise on the island of St. John in the 
US Virgin Islands.  

http://www.stjohngeckohouse.com
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Tina Powell -  Commodore 

Happy August!             

               

            

MacKenzie & Francesca 

Smith did it again! Another 

pre Delta Cruise out Party! 

We are all expecting a great 

Delta Cruise. 

What we discussed at the July’s Board meeting.   

 New Member Approvals  

Wertzberger, David & Jana 

Brazil, Rich & Laura 

 2016-2017 Nonimating Committee was intro-

duced. 

 As tradition has it the passed 5 commodores  

 who are currently not on the board, become the 

 Nominating Committee. The staff commodore 

 position 5 becomes the chair.  The Nominating 

 Committee will be actively looking for mem

 bers to come up the chairs.  If you have an in

 terest in becoming a board member, please 

 contact any of the names listed below. 

  Gerry Reinartz, Committee Chair 

  Levi Swift 

  Francesca Smith  

  Linda Blue   

  Martin Little 

 Financials are in order, board continues to receive 

FLAG OFFICER’S REPORTS 

a copy of financials and bank statements to con-

firm the balances match. 

 Suggestions on changes to Club Rules will be 

put in a survey format. 

 We will put the deposit down for next years Del-

ta Yacht Club. 

 We still have key cards that have not been 

picked up.  PleasePick up your key cards from 

Ted Adams. 

 Board approved Linda Blue, club usage for boat 

related Meetings, with reasonable notice, for PI-

CYA business. 

 Let’s all support Wheelchair Regatta. Excepting 

donations. 

 

We continue our fun with Anchors Aweigh for a 

Good Time! 

 

See you at the Club,  Cheers! 

Splendid Skin Care 
            for beautiful, healthy skin 

Lisa Boyd, Licensed Esthetician 
140 Petaluma Blvd North 

(Behind Splendid Little Shoppe 

Lisa.boyd@rocketmail.com 

707.787.7811 

Custom facials and waxing 

mailto:Lisa.boyd@rocketmail.com
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McKenzie Smith - Rear Commodore 

The Pre Delta Party was 
a smash. Thank you 
to all that participated.  

The Delta Cruise is in full 
swing this week. Lots of 

excitement! What happens in the Delta stays 
in the Delta! 

 

Last week I was able to completely rebuild 
the drain for the ice bind that is closest to the 
refrigerator. It had been leaking for some 
time. I thought a quick fix would do it but as I 
started to work with the drain pipes the 
whole thing designated in my hands. The one 
hour job turned into a five hour job. It is now 
very strong and not leaking.  

 

At some point in the past month a car hit one 
of our no parking signs and snapped the sign 
post right off. I am straighten the sign out 

now and hope to replace the sign post soon. 

 

Our building committee is considering replac-
ing the plywood dining room chairs with mod-
ern light weight plastic top tables that match 
the new dining room chairs. The new plastic top 
tables would weight 24 lbs. each, compared to 
37 lbs. that the plywood table weight. A real 
back saver. 

 

Our building committee is also considering re-
placing the chairs in the bar room with chairs 
that are commercial grade. The current chairs 
have not been able withstand the hard life of a 
bar room chair. There are currently three bro-
ken chairs that have been taken out of service. If 
you know of chairs that would be a good match 
for the bar room, show them to me or Al Alys, 
our building committee chairperson. 

Keep Plenty of Fuel in your Tanks! 

at the table. Secretary, Treasurer, and Newslet-

ter but to name but a few.  Some folks are com-

ing back, and I could not be more pleased. 

Thank you. 

See you around the Club. 

I’mmmmmmmmmm  

baaaaaaaaack!  

I’m not happy about the cir-

cumstances that bring me 

back to the flag, but if you 

do not have your health, 

you have nothing.  David, take care of your-

self and we’ll see you about the club.  

David will still manage the bar and Mac and I 

will help out as needed. Most of which can be 

done from home. (online is great, isn’t it?) 

Drink up the specials, as David wants to 

move them out! 

For those that want to help out the club, and 

me, please step up and volunteer for a chair 

Ted Adams - Vice Commodore 



PETALUMA YACHT CLUB 

General Meeting Minutes  

General Meeting MINUTES 

July 8, 2016  8:00 pm 

 

Prior to the meeting, Vivian Matuk and James Muller gave an overview of 
clean boating and environmental laws that regulate discharging sewage, ma-
rine debris and pump outs. 

 

Call to order @ 8:11 PM. 

 

Thank you to Gerry and Nancy Reinartz and Ted and Sherr i Adam s for  dinner  to-
night.  Please help with the clean up. 

 

Guests:   Bruce Abbott and Mim i Reddick are here for  their  second m eeting and are 
guests of Nancy and John Wolthausen.    Rich and Laura Brazil are here as guests of Francesa  and 
Mac Smith and are also completing their second meeting for membership requirements.   Huston 
Porter introduced  his guests Rosemary McCabe, Carol Porter who is Huston’s mother, and his 
brother, Anthony (aka Porter). 

 

Commodores Report—Tina Powell  - July 4 th Cruise out was awesome.  Thanks Mike Free-
man!!!   Delta Cruise is schedule for 7/27-8/4.   Change of hands coming up for the Board begin-
ning in November. There will be a nominating committee for all positions.  Secretary and Treasurer 
will be stepping down this year.   

 

Vice Commodore Report—David Quist  No report but the Bar  is running great! 

 

Rear Commodore Report—Mac Smith reported that there are no cruise ins for  July. 
Berkeley YC is coming in August.  Rentals:  Mac Smith requested the Club on July 10th.  No rentals 
in August. 

 

Treasurer’s Report—No report.  Sherry Adams will be stepping down from this position so if any 
members that have an interest in being the Club’s Treasurer, please let Tina Powell know. 

 

Secretary’s Report— No report.  Anne Gealta will stepping down from this position to pursue 
her law degree at Empire College. 

 

Building Committee— Al Alys reported along with Mac Smith, as their capacity as Admirals of 
the Petaluma Navy and presented a placque to Ted Adams and Tina Powell as Vice Admirals of the 
Petaluma Navy. 
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Committee Member Reports 

 Events –  no report. 

 Membership –  Anne Gealta welcomed and initiated in our new members:  Judi 
Allewelt, Kurt and Lucianna Lehmann, Bruce and Marilyn Stender and Thom and Lynn 
Knudson.   Welcome!!  We are so glad to have all of you join our wonderful boating 
family. 

 Advertising –  no report  

 Cruise-Outs –  Mike Freeman reported on the Solano Cruise out was great.. South-
beach in SF was a success.  Last weekend was at Suisun and enjoyed old town.  The 
Delta Cruise is next and the Wheelchair Regatta and Dingy pubcrawl on the esctuary.  
Half Moon Bay later in the year. 

 Newsletter – No report.  Denise will be stepping down from this position so if any 
members are intererested please let Tina Powell know. 

 Photography – No report.  Pictures are on the website. 

 PICYA  -  No report. 

 Web –   Pictures are available on the website. 

 Coop –  License plates are available for $29.95 and some fabulous jewelry is available 
as well.   

 Galley– Nancy Walker reports of a rumor of a fabulous dinner coming up! 

 Delta cruise-  Mac Smith reported the Delta Cruise.  Annual cruise to the Delta from 
7/27 – 8/5.  There is a pre-Delta cruise party on July 23 at noon – 4 pm.  Should be a 
ton of fun so all are encouraged to come.  Tower Park Taste of the Delta would be a 
great way to drive to the Delta and join those who are there. 

 Sunshine – No report. 

 

Old  Business:  No old business.  

New Business:  No new  business.  

For the Good of the Club:  Al Alys w anted to recognize Rosem ary McCabe as a br ight 
and smiling face we are happy to see tonight. 

 

Next Board meeting is July 21st and the next general meeting is August 5th. 

Meeting was adjourned @9:00 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Anne Gealta, Secretary                                               

 

 



Page 7 PETALUMA YACHT CLUB 

 
August General Meeting Dinner  

August 5 

 

Prime Rib 

Potatoes 

Salad & Veggies 

$15.00.    

 
Prepared  

by Leland Fishman and Anne Mirante 

 

RSVP absolutely required by  

August 1st...... 
 

Leland Fishman  

lfishman@fishmansupply.com 
Cell 707-974-7138 
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Sunshine Chairperson Linda Frost 

lindafrost@comcast.net 

Call me  707-481-3839 

Or 707-780-8812  

Please contact me if you know if one of our members are sick 

or any other news about our members.  I can’t do my job 

without your help. 

PYC AUGUST        
BIRTHDAYS 

 

  4th Sherri Adams 

  4th Tina Powell 

  8 th   Emmet Heidemann 

 9th Neal Parker 

15th Jim McGuire 

15th    Saul Cohen 

16th Greg Waugh 

23rd Tim Grady 

24th Tom Corbett 

24th   Esther Shau 

27th   Lucianna Lehmann  

Dear Gail, 

Please forgive my tardiness in sending you this 
email.   

 

I wanted to thank you for the wonderful time all of us 
from LLYC had at your Memorial Weekend Cruise 
In.  It was truly a very special weekend for us!  We 
met some wonderful fellow YC members and thor-
oughly enjoyed the food, music, games and raffle.   I 
know first hand how much effort goes into putting on 
an event of that scale and you all did an excellent 
job.  You made us feel very welcomed and we look 
forward to coming next year! 

 

Please pass along our thanks to all your members 
who assisted you with the festivities, especially your 
Commodore, Tina. 

 

Thanks again and please don't forget to come visit us 
at LLYC anytime!  We would love to have you vis-
it!  Our schedule is posted on our website and Google 
Calendar.  There's usually a Happy Hour & Dinner 
every Friday.   

 

Take care and have a great week, 

 

Colleen Stauss 

LLYC 2016 Commodore 
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September 2016 Cruise Out
Wheelchair Regatta – Encinal Yacht Club

September 23-25, 2016

PYC members and cruisers are 
invited to help produce the 
Twentieth Annual Wheelchair 
Regatta. This PICYA event will 
once again provide veterans, 
many confined to wheelchairs, 
with the rare opportunity to 
experience a power boat cruise 
on the Oakland Estuary and San 
Francisco Bay.

Veterans will also be treated
to a picnic luncheon and
entertainment on the
grounds of Encinal Yacht
Club.

PYC members can help make
this a most memorable day
for our veterans. Many
volunteers are also needed
ashore to assist in
welcoming, boarding,
preparing and serving lunch,
and entertainment. It will
give you a great feeling and
gives veterans a fantastic
day.

Wanted: Boats and Skippers!

RSVP to:
Mike Freeman

Email: mfreeman@sonic.net
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2016 PYC Cruise Out Schedule 

Month Destination 

July 
2-5: Solano YC – Enjoy 4

th
 of July in Suisun City! 

http://www.visitsuisuncity.com/event/fourth-july 

August Date TBD:  Delta Cruise   (Call McKenzie Smith for Details) 

September 23-25:  Alameda Island:  Wheelchair Regatta hosted by PICYA and 

October 7-9: Oakland Estuary:  Time for a pub Crawl – by dinghy of course! 

November 4-6: Benicia YC 

December 2-4: PYC Lighted Boat Parade (December 3
rd

?)  Decision Pending 

The Cruise Schedule for the remainder of 2016 is shown below.  If any-
one has any suggestions for alternate destinations, don’t hesitate to con-
tact Mike Freeman (mfreeman@sonic.net). 

We just completed a very successful cruise to San Francisco and in July 
will be heading to Suisun City to enjoy their 4th of July celebration.  
The Solano Yacht Club even has space to park your RV if you prefer to 
cruise by Land Yacht!  Hope you can join us!  

Practicing for the Delta!! 

http://www.visitsuisuncity.com/event/fourth-july
mailto:mfreeman@sonic.net?subject=Cruise%20Schedule
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Cruise Report
Suisun City

July 2-5, 2016

Solano Yacht Club were excellent hosts for our 4th of July cruise. They prepared a delicious

Saturday morning breakfast. For dinner Saturday, we enjoyed a lovely 3 course dinner at

the Main Street Bar and Grill. On Sunday we rode the train into Old Town in Sacramento

and watched the holiday crazies on the Sacramento River. Our berths afforded us ringside

seats for the 4th of July Fireworks.
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 ●  Wills & Trusts  ●  Trust Administration 

 ●  Probate  ●  Elder Abuse 

 ●  Business & Nonprofit Law ●  Real Estate Law  

Transaction & Litigation 

JOHNSTON | THOMAS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

(707) 545-6542 

rjohnston@johnstonthomas.com 

1400 N. Dutton Ave., Suite 21   ●  Santa Rosa, CA 
95401 

  

   
Lawyer, Sailor & 

All-Round Good 
Guy 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Roy & Barbara       
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Member News 

Gail & Francesca Slumming 

it at the Newport Beach 
Smith and Swifts pose for a quick photo as the guys make 

ready to leave the dock for a 3-day deep sea fishing 

Ted & Sherri with Pacific's Baseball 

Team Mascot  
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NEWSLETTER 
Denise Calvert 

 
WEBMASTER 
Gerry Reinartz 

 
MEMBERSHIP 

Kim Schultz 
Anne Gealta 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY/ALBUM 

Gerry Reinartz 
 

EVENTS 
Kurt Schau—Chair 

Garrett Hill—Co-Chair 
Carol Anderson 
Linda Lockwood 

Jill Olsen 
Carol Anderson 

 
MEMORIAL DAY 

Gail Swift 
 

 CRUISE  
Mike Freeman 

 
P.I.C.Y.A 

Linda Blue 

Staff Commodores 
 

Alfred A. Alys        
Alfred A. Alys        
Tony Smith        
Doug Robinson       
Barry Parkinson     
Charles English      
Pat Ryan        
Harry Simpson       
Alfred A. Alys        
Gerald Cooper       
Bill Bradford        
Dave Simonson       
Donald Hoirup       
Jerry Wright        
Neal Parker        
Duffy Stewart        
Ted Lehmann        
Cris Crispen        
Tom Griffith        
Steve Hand        
Tom Bamberger      
Glenn Burch        
Rose Collins        
Mary McDermott    
Harold Niles        
Larry Kubo        
McKenzie Smith     
James Keller 
Diane Parker 
Tom Corbett 
Don Roberts  
Levi Swift 
Francesca Smith 
Diana Holmes 
Linda Blue 
Marty Little 
Gerry Reinartz 
Ted Adams  
        

1977-78 
1978-79 
1979-80 
1980-81 
1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84 
1984-85 
1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990-91 
1991-92 
1992-93 
1993-94 
1994-95 
1995-96 
1996-97 
1997-98 
1998-99 
1999-00 
2000-01 
2001-02 
2002-03 
2003-04 
2004-05 
2005-06 
2006-07 
2007-08 
2008-09 
2009-10 
2010-11 
2011-12 
2012-13 
2013-14 
2014-15

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 

ADVERTISING 
Connie Madrid (707)290-

5443 
 

CRUISE-IN GREETERS 
Tom & Linda Corbett 

 
SUNSHINE 
Linda Frost 

 
COOP 

Maureen Gotham 
Jill Olsen 

 
GALLEY  

Nancy Walker 
Leland Fishman 

 
BUILDING 

Al Alys  - Chair 
Don Roberts, Ted Adams 

Larry Calvert,  Harold 
Niles, Scott Sibbald 

 
 

DELTA CRUISE-OUT 
McKenzie Smith 

 
BAR MANAGER 

David Quist 

COMMODORE 

Tina Powell 

(707) 486-2747 

VICE COMMODORE 

Ted Adams 

(415) 246-6318 

REAR COMMODORE 

McKenzie Smith 

(707) 779-4329 

DIRECTORS 

David Quist 

Roy Johnston 

Cathy Lehman 

Jay Townley 

John Wolthausen 

 

2015-16 Board of Directors 
Clubhouse Phone 

707-765-9725 
 

E-mail 

To send a mass e-mail 
pycmail@reinwalk.com 

 
 

Web Address 
www.petalumayachtclub.com 

 

Photo’s prior to 2012 
www.shutterfly.com 

 

User Name:  
pycpictures@comcast.net 

Password: 

petaluma 
 
 

SECRETARY 

Anne Gealta 

(707) 753-1617 

TREASURER 

Sherri Adams 

(707) 658-1959 

 



August 2016 

10 C Street 
Petaluma, CA 

94952 
 

707-765-9725 
 

Bar Director: Jay Townley 

Sunday Monday Tuesday 
Wednes-

day Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 2 3 4 5 6 

          Bar Opens 6 PM Bar Opens 5 PM 

          
Bartenders: TBD - Vol-

unteers Welcome! 
Bartenders:TBD - Volun-

teers Welcome  

          General Meeting 8 PM   

Delta Cruise-Out   
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

          Bar Opens 6 PM Bar Opens 5 PM 

         Bartenders: Daunell Bartenders: Daunell 

              

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

          Bar Opens 6 PM Bar Opens 5 PM 

  
 

  

  
7 pm PYC Board 
Meeting 

Bartenders: Becker Bartenders: Becker 

           

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

          Bar Opens 6 PM Bar Opens 5 PM 

          
Bartenders: Cohen & 

Anderson 
Bartenders: Cohen & An-

derson 

              


