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PETALUMA YACHT CLUB 

CHICKEN SCRATCH 

Welcome "Lady Francesca" to the PYC Fleet! 

McKenzie and I were excited to bring our ‘new’ boat to the Turning 
Basin for the big Memorial Day bash!  She’s a 1985 38’ Chris Craft 
Commander sport fisher fly bridge which we christened "Lady Fran-
cesca."   We’ve spent the last month outfitting the boat and making it 
our own.  After Memorial Day, we will cruise back to the Delta and 
keep her at B&W Marina on the Mokelumne River.  

By way of boating backgrounds, ours couldn’t be more different. 
McKenzie spent his summers on a chain of lakes in northern Wiscon-
sin, first skippering his Grandpa’s row boat, then the family ski boat 
and then finally buying his own boat and cruising on Lake Michigan. 
Boating quickly became his life-long pursuit. My childhood ‘on the 
water’ experiences in Chicago were limited to a couple of short tour 
boat cruises along the shore of Lake Michigan and up the Chicago Riv-
er - not very 'hands-on' at all! 

That all changed in 1985 - about a year after we married - when we 

Continued on page 2 



purchased our first ski boat in Southern California and Mac taught 
me how to water ski. Soon after, we bought our first in-the-water 
boat in Ventura and introduced our children to the nautical life. We 
cruised to Catalina and the Channel Islands, Santa Barbara and Ma-
rina del Rey. It was all off shore ‘blue water’ cruising. We participat-
ed in holiday boat parades and became active members of a Southern 
California yacht club.  

What a different world we entered when we moved north! Boating on 
the Petaluma River, San Francisco Bay, San Pablo Bay, the rivers and 
sloughs of the Delta – all new experiences for us made possible with 
our membership in the Petaluma Yacht Club. Joining the fleet for 
Bay and Delta cruises – and just getting to know cruising members, 
asking questions and listening to boating stories, helped us learn 
about the area and gain valuable local knowledge.  

We look forward to seeing our PYC friends this summer on the Delta 
cruise and welcoming the newest addition to the crew - our first 
grandchild. Both are happening in mid-August! See you at the club or on the water.  

The Highway 37 Bridge on the River 

At Home at B& W 

Cockpit or 

Dance Floor? 
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Ted Adams -  Commodore 

June is here! Now if the fog 

would lift for a couple days….. 

Activities at the club have 

been going full blast over the 

last month. Mike has us cruis-

ing out to great and different 

places than we have not gone to in the recent 

years. We had originally set up for 4 or 5 

boats to go to Sequoia YC in the south bay 

and as it turned out we only had the Waugh’s 

boat to represent us in the end. They had 

Gerry and Nancy on board and I’m sure they 

had a great time.  Memorial Day has come 

and gone with a bang! This year’s theme was 

Brazilian Carnaval. With the club decked out 

and the costumes, food and music that 

showed up we all had a great time. John and 

Nancy taught those that were brave enough 

to show up how to Samba, and when Danda-

ra, the entertainment for the week end got to 

it, it paid off in spades. She got the crowd go-

ing and I even saw Mac out there for a dance. 

For those that missed it, there is plenty of 

dinner to go around at the next general meet-

ing. Seems the recipe for 12 was for Brazilian 

appetites…Gail busted a hump getting it all 

FLAG OFFICER’S REPORTS 

together and it looks like we did okay. THANK 

YOU to all that helped out, it could not have 

been done without you. 

The membership drive is in full swing, and I 

think that we will have gained 9 new member-

ships since it started. Think about friends that 

you might want to extend the welcome mat to, 

and see if they want to join. We need more boat-

ers in our club, but if not, all are welcome. The 

drive lasts well into the summer. 

It’s not too early to think about the delta cruise, 

and Mac is on it. We always have a good time, 

and it’s a great vacation. Sacramento, Oxbow, 

Delta YC, and Mildred island, all in the works. 

Bring your boat, or bring yourselves if you don’t, 

but come to the delta and have some fun, we’ll 

find a berth for you. 

After Shirley got Al and I straightened out, there 

is a new faucet in the galley that all will appreci-

ate as it is taller and has a spray nozzle on it. 

Nice addition. 

So, now I think we are summer cruise control, 

the bar is open, and it’s time to go see your 

friends at the club. Hope to see you there.  Ted 

Bar News 

Wow!  We had such a good time at 
our Memorial Day event,  Our 
drink special was called PINGA.. 

The Brazilian Rum sold very well.  The perfect 
cocktail for our Samba dancers.  

Our members stepped up and helped make this 
event.  A very special holiday weekend. 

Our beer of the month is Guinness. A very spe-
cial price of just $2.00.  Come try some. 

The director of the month is John Wolthausen. 
Our bartenders for the month of June are 

 5-6 GM. Arena 

 12-13.     Mahoney 

 19-20.     Oleary 

  26-26.    Smith 

 Looking forward to seeing you at the club. 

 Tina,  RCO  

Tina Powell - Vice Commodore 
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Michael Freeman - Rear Commodore 

Hello Boaters!  The weather 

keeps getting better and 

better.  I hope you have 

been getting out to enjoy the 

nautical adventures which 

our area offers.  Here’s some interesting boat-

ing news from the delta.  A temporary dam 

has been installed on False River to prevent 

salt water intrusion into areas from which 

municipal fresh water is sourced.  Yep, fresh 

water flow down the rivers is so low that salt 

water is creeping further inland.  False River 

is a popular shortcut from boaters travelling 

from the bay to Delta Yacht Club.  So don’t 

follow last year’s GPS track.  Lay out a new 

course taking the long way around on the San 

Joaquin River. 

Another activity to follow, as it may affect 

your boating,  is the ongoing construction and 

refurbishment of the Mokelumne River 

Bridge.  Caltrans has finished the 

road construction on the Mokelumne River 

Bridge and it is once again open to two way 

vehicle traffic. It is scheduled to be operable 

for boat traffic in late June (if your boat verti-

cal clearance is less than about ten feet you 

can get under it now depending on the tide).   

I was recently up boating in Sacramento at 

the confluence of the American River into the 

Sacramento.  I took my Boston Whaler over to 

go fishing with my Grandson.  We were down 

near Miller Park and a fellow was one third of 

the way out in the river casting out further.  

What was unusual was he wasn’t in a boat.  

He was standing in waist deep water!  Yes, 

water depths are low.  I suspect the outflows 

from the big dams are dialed way back and 

that is going to result in more snags, shal-

lower depths, and other challenges through 

this summer’s boating season.  So be careful 

out there and try to anticipate the new haz-

ards current drought conditions present. 

Cruise Outs!  The May cruise out was to 

Redwood City.  Various family emergencies 

took a toll and Gregg Waugh’s floating pal-

ace was the only PYC vessel able to beautify 

their waterfront.  But they had a fabulous 

weekend and we didn’t have to arrange a 

bake sale to raise bail money.  Well done to 

the crew of Rochambeau! 

June’s cruise is to South Beach Harbor and a 

Giants game.  PYC members are welcome to 

come down by car and enjoy a ball game in 

the city by the bay.  Tom Corbett has offered 

to buy anyone that comes dressed in Giants 

gear a hot dog.  So let’s get a good turn out! 

July we cruise to Martinez for the 4th.  Hope-

fully you can come and enjoy the hospitality 

of the Martinez Yacht club.  There is RV 

parking if you call ahead.  So hopefully we 

can get some of the RV Cruisers to join us. 

See you on the water! 

Captain Mike 

Nautical Terminology 

Overboard:  A term describing the final resting 

place of anything expensive dropped while on 

board a boat. 



PETALUMA YACHT CLUB 

General Meeting Minutes General Meeting MINUTES 

April 3, 2015 7:00 pm 
 

Call to order by Commodore Ted Adams @ 2002 hours  

Thanks for dinner  Gee and Nance Keller, John Wolthausen, Nancy Wolf  

Guests The Johnstons: Dave and Debbie Powell (Secretary note: The Pow-
ells turned in an application at the end of the evening with a check so this 
will count as their 1st business meeting.) 

Gregg Waugh New Members in progress:  

 Jeff Mayne 2nd Mtg. Sponsors: Corbetts & Smiths. 

 Saul Cohen & Annie Flynn 1st mtg. Sponsors: Quist/van Aalderen & Smiths. 

 Matt & Jennifer Carter 1st mtg. Sponsors: Brides & Frosts. 

 Chip Smith & Vanessa Woods 1st mtg. Sponsors: Smiths & Adams. 

 Clyde and Kim Schultz 1st mtg. Sponsors: Corbetts & Heidemanns. 

 Doug and Jill Olson 1st mtg. Sponsors: Corbetts & Lautners. 

 Andrea Pierotti & Houston Porter 1st mtg. Sponsors: Corbetts & Smiths 

Samba dance demo-  John Wolthausen and Nancy Wolf 

Treasurer’s Report – Francesca Smith. All is well. 

Secretary’s Report – David Quist new PICYA Yearbooks are here. Come to club to get them!!  

           Located in box around corner from front door by fireplace wood caddie. 

Commodores Report -Ted Adams 

 BIG Thank you Reny and Connie and family for the hugely successful Surf & Turf dinner last 
week end!!! All reported outstanding in taste and quantity!!! 

 Corps of engineers meeting last night: Tom Corbett reporting. Army Corps is VERY interested in 
dredging all the way to the Bay! Most of the river stakeholders were there! BUT, we need fund-
ing from congress. We have 1M tons of goods coming up river. It takes 5 barges to haul 4 barges 
worth of materials because of shallower draft due to silt. Comments must be in by May 18. Last 
done 2002 and every 4 years but hoping now 2016. 

 Thank you secretary for the club plaque updates and Gerry for the picture updates.  

 There are some changes coming to the events re-imbursement sheets. No checks until event 
sheets filled out and receipts received. Must be done within one week at most. 

 Opening Day was great fun. Thank you Sheila and Gardner Bride for Coffee!!! 

 Memorial Day report by Gail below. She needs all your Support!!!! 

Vice Commodore Report Tina Powell   

Bar Financials – Surf and Turf was great- Thx Joe and Lauren Lautner (BAR)!!! Connie and 
Reny and Family!!! Mike for cruise in coordinating. Joe’s band too!! 

Rear Commodore report Mike Freeman—absent, no report. 
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Building Committee - Al Alys – finally got patio heater parts!! Will be doing new faucet in kitchen. 
Barbara Johnston- Umbrella flying- bungee fix? G. Keller -Floodlight on flag burned out? Ted- 
switch, flood, wiring. Needs repair. TBD. 

Board member reports 

Committee Member Reports 

 Events – Carol Anderson/Sherri Adams – exciting events so far! More coming up! 

 Mem. Day - Gail- bar and runners needed still. Some gaps. Need help in lots of various areas! 
Please volunteer!!! $$ due by May 15. Live entertainment Friday & Saturday. 

 Fathers Day weekend Sat June 19th – cruise in dinner requested. Need help. 

 Membership – Gregg Waugh- reported on above. 

 Advertising – Connie Madrid no report 

 Cruise-Outs – Mike Freeman –absent. Tom Corbett – June- Giants 27th 1pm 

 Newsletter – Denise Calvert no report 

 Photography – Gerry Reinartz no report 

 PICYA  -   Linda Blue no report 

 Web – Gerry Reinartz no report 

 Coop – Maureen Gotham- have masks for memorial day CARNIVALE! 

 Galley - Todd Mendoza no report 

 Other Committee Reports   

Delta cruise- Mac Smith Aug 13- Old town Thu-Sat,  Sun Oxbow, Delta Mo-Fr, Tower Pk 2-3 
days, Old town by car is good- lots of lodging close by. 

Sunshine  Linda Frost -  Ho Humphrey Memorial Sunday at 3pm. 

Old Business: none 

New Business: none 

For the good of the club: Francesca Smith: Bar  basics- no takers so far. Will do weekday one 
night before Memorial Day for all the members in progress.  

 Al Alys: article on new train trestle bridge. Issue of bridge being down all the time and open on 
request! This will greatly affect use of the river- even rowers!!! 20 trains in a day 70 mph.  

 Sheila Bride: Petaluma River Clean up- tomorrow Sheraton 9am good coffee good cause!! 2 ½ 
hrs. 

            Next board meeting: Tue 5/19 Due to Memorial Day starting Thursday night. 

       Next General meeting:  June 5 

      Adjournment by CO Adams @_2116 hours 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Quist, Secretary, PYC 

(Continued from page 5) 
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GENERAL MEETING DINNER 

June 5, 2015 

 

Authentic Brazilian Dinner: Feijoada over Rice 

Salad 

Bread 

Dessert 

 

Please RSVP to Carol Anderson ~  

carolontheboat@hotmail.com 
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Sunshine Chairperson Linda Frost 

lindafrost@comcast.net 

Call me  707-481-3839 

Or 707-780-8812  

Please contact me if you know if one of 

our members are sick or any other news about our members.  

I can’t do my job without your help. 

PYC JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

  3rd Larry Rosenfeld 

  4th Ermelle Warner 

  5th James “Hoop” Hooper 

  7th Bunny Potter 

9th      Stacy Horton 

12th Jay Townley 

14th Gil Lucas 

14th Colleen Mahoney 

16th Mike Freeman 

18th Fred Frost 

20th Nancy Wolf 

24th Bette Quaresma 

26th Linda Corbett 

27th Kathy Oliver 

Jay  Townley had successful surgery 

and is doing well.   PYC wishes him 

a speedy recovery. 

CONGRATULATIONS TO 

OUR PYC FAMILIES WITH 

GRADUATES!  

 

Keith & Dee Jone’s Granddaughter, Ele, 

from Petaluma Middle School  6th Grade 

Academy 

 

Denise & Larry Calvert’s son, Jeff, will 

graduate from Oregon State University  

 

And any other PYC family members! 

PYC offers our 

condolences to  Mark 

Gotham on the passing 

of his mother. 

HAPPY FATHER’S 

DAY TO ALL OF 

OUR PYC DAD’S!!!! 
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Summer Delta Cruise 2015 
First Stop. Old Tow n Sacram ento Public Docks Thurs-

day 8/13/15 – Sunday morning 8/16/15. Hotels close by. 

Second Stop. Oxbow  Marina.Leave Old Tow n Sacra-

mento Sunday morning head to Oxbow Marina for one night.  

Third Stop. Monday m orning arr ive at Delta Yacht 

Club 10:00 AM or later. Monday 8/17/15 through Friday 

morning 8/21/15, leave by 10:30 AM Friday. 

Fourth Stop. W estGate Cove Friday night 8/21 and 

Saturday night 8/22, if full Mildred Island. Beyond that to be 

determined. 

Oxbow Yacht Club and Tiburon Yacht Club have been invited 

to be part of our Delta Yacht Club stay.  

 

Cruise chairman McKenzie Smith 707 799-4329 

msmith@ciginsurance.com 

mailto:msmith@ciginsurance.com
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2015 PYC Cruise Out Schedule 

 

 

Month Destination 
  

June 
26-28: South Beach Harbor, SF 

Giants Baseball Game 

 

July 3-5: Martinez YC 

August 

Delta Cruise:  August 11-25 

11th - Pittsburg, 12th, Rio Vista, 13

-16th Sacramento, 16th Oxbox, 17-

21st Delta YC, 21-? Raft out 

 

September 
25-27: Encinal Yacht Club – 

Wheelchair Regatta 

October 9-11: Angel Island 

November 20-22: Benicia YC 

December 6th: PYC Lighted Boat Parade 

A cute Boat from the games 

Levi making the Pinga   Drink 

Memorial Day Cruise-in—A sampling of 

pictures—Lots of pictures on the website 

and more to follow in next month’s 

newsletter—stay tuned! 
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ADVERTISER SPOTLIGHT ~ An Interview of Roy Johnston by Katie Watts 

 

“I’d rather live on a boat than on land,” said Roy 

Johnston, who’s been a member of the Petaluma 

Yacht Club slightly more than a year.   

Johnston, a Santa Rosa resident, is a friendly, affable 

guy who’s come quite a way from Casper, Wyoming 

– the landlocked state where he was born and raised. 

“It was a typical ‘Leave it to Beaver’ childhood,” he 

said with a smile, “the most wonderful childhood ev-

er.”   

Although non-Wyomingites might think of the state as 

dry and dusty, Johnston says he enjoyed water and 

water sports from an early age, waterskiing and swim-

ming in lakes. He was part of a sheriff’s department volunteer dive team and even began building a sub-

marine – though he never finished it. “There was always that love for water,” he said.   

But there was also a love of the land. And when the computer company he worked for transferred him to 

the northwestern part of the state, he also became a farmer. “I enjoy animal husbandry – working with 

sheep, goats, chickens and pigs. It was kind of like ‘Green Acres’.” He laughed at the memory of himself, 

leaving the house in the morning, dressed for work in a three-piece suit – and galoshes.   In 1980, he got a 

call from a friend, telling him, “Silicon Valley is the hot new thing. Come to California.”   

“I smelled the siren song of money,” he said, and came west to work for a computer consulting company. 

He moved on to conference center management but then, after the death of his father, was able to use the 

legacy his dad left him to realize an almost-lifelong dream and go to law school.   

Roy has practiced for 19 years, specializing in estate planning, business and real estate.   

He began sailing on a 23-foot boat on Clear Lake, “I was afraid of the Bay at first,” he said.  He took les-

sons and is now doing offshore, as well as Bay, sailing.   

Not content with sailing in California, Johnston also enjoys cycling and wants to enter events. “This is the 

cycling center of the world,” he said. Plus, from his 

days in Wyoming, he can fly an airplane. It’s clear 

when he says, “I love to learn,” that’s the truth.   

He’s hoping to move on to commuter cruising, with his 

wife Barbara and dog—Petey, moving the boat to 

Mexico, living on it from January to April, then com-

ing back and working the rest of the year.  Meanwhile, 

I am “living the dream”, he said. 
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            PYC Summer Membership Drive 2015 
 

To attract new members to our club PYC is offering a 50% 
discount on initiation fee. The discount applies to applica-

tions received from April 1st until July 31st, 2015. The usual 
initiation fee of $500 will be reduced to $250 during this 

time. The fee can be broken up into 5 payments with the first 
payment of $50 made when the application is submitted. All 
other rules apply including attending 2 meetings and being 
installed as a member with two sponsors. Dues of $300 will 

be due at the end of the club year. 

 

  We need new members who are interested in the boating life 
with or without a boat. After all, there are a few members who 

have boats for sale! So let's take advantage of this fantastic  
offering by PYC and bring new members into the club. 

 

Contact Gregg Waugh , membership chairman, at 707-479-9305 for an 
application 
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OPENING DAY ON THE RIVER APRIL 26 
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 ●  Wills & Trusts  ●  Trust Administration 

 ●  Probate  ●  Elder Abuse 

 ●  Business & Nonprofit Law ●  Real Estate Law  

Transaction & Litigation 

JOHNSTON | THOMAS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

(707) 545-6542 

rjohnston@johnstonthomas.com 

1400 N. Dutton Ave., Suite 21   ●  Santa Rosa, CA 
95401 

  

   
Lawyer, Sailor & 

All-Round Good 
Guy 

  

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

Roy Johnston 
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Memorial Day Event—A sampling of pictures—Lots of pictures on the website 
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Member News 

PYC members, the Parker’s and the Calvert’s  

with former members, Jerry & Alona Thomas 

on a sailing cruise to the British Virgin 

Islands. 
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NEWSLETTER 
Denise Calvert 

 
WEBMASTER 
Gerry Reinartz 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
Gregg Waugh 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY/ALBUM 

Gerry Reinartz 
 

EVENTS 
Sherri Adams 

Carol Anderson 
 

MEMORIAL DAY 
Gail Swift 

 
 CRUISE  

Mike Freeman 
 

ADVERTISING 
Connie Madrid 

Staff Commodores 
 

Alfred A. Alys        
Alfred A. Alys        
Tony Smith        
Doug Robinson       
Barry Parkinson     
Charles English      
Pat Ryan        
Harry Simpson       
Alfred A. Alys        
Gerald Cooper       
Bill Bradford        
Dave Simonson       
Donald Hoirup       
Jerry Wright        
Neal Parker        
Duffy Stewart        
Ted Lehmann        
Cris Crispen        
Tom Griffith        
Steve Hand        
Tom Bamberger      
Glenn Burch        
Rose Collins        
Mary McDermott    
Harold Niles        
Larry Kubo        
McKenzie Smith     
James Keller 
Diane Parker 
Tom Corbett 
Don Roberts  
Levi Swift 
Francesca Smith 
Diana Holmes 
Linda Blue 
Marty Little 
Gerry Reinartz
  
        
 

1977-78 
1978-79 
1979-80 
1980-81 
1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84 
1984-85 
1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990-91 
1991-92 
1992-93 
1993-94 
1994-95 
1995-96 
1996-97 
1997-98 
1998-99 
1999-00 
2000-01 
2001-02 
2002-03 
2003-04 
2004-05 
2005-06 
2006-07 
2007-08 
2008-09 
2009-10 
2010-11 
2011-12 
2012-13 
2013-14
  

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
CRUISE-IN GREETERS 

Tom & Linda Corbett 
 

SUNSHINE 
Linda Frost 

 
COOP 

Maureen Gotham 
 

GALLEY  
Todd Mendoza 

 
BUILDING 

Al Alys  - Chair 
Don Roberts, Larry 

Calvert,  Harold Niles, 
Scott Sibbald 

 
P.I.C.Y.A 

Linda Blue 
 

Delta Cruise-out 
McKenzie Smith 

 
 

COMMODORE 

Ted Adams 

(415) 246-6318 

VICE COMMODORE 

Tina Powell 

(707) 486-2747 

REAR COMMODORE 

Michael Freeman 

(707) 577-5074 

 

 

DIRECTORS 

Gerry Reinartz 

( Staff Commodore ) 

Carol Anderson 

Todd Mendoza 

David Quist 

John Wolthausen 

 

2014 -  2015 Board of Directors 
Clubhouse Phone 

707-765-9725 
 

E-mail 

To send a mass e-mail 
pycmail@reinwalk.com 

 
 

Web Address 
www.petalumayachtclub.com 

 

Photo’s prior to 2012 
www.shutterfly.com 

 

User Name:  
pycpictures@comcast.net 

Password: 

petaluma 
 
 
 

SECRETARY 

David Quist 

secretary@petalumayachtclub.com  

TREASURER 

Francesca Smith 

(707) 484-6889 

 

mailto:secretary@petalumayachtclub.com


PYC Bar Duty Roster 2015 G.M. = 

General Meeting 

PLEASE REPORT ANY and ALL 

CHANGES to THE DIRECTOR OF THE 

10 C Street 
Petaluma, CA 

94952 
 

707-765-9725 
 

Bar Director: John Wolthausen 

Sunday Monday Tues Wed Thursday Friday Saturday 
  1 2 3 4 5 6 

          Bar Opens 6 PM Bar Opens 5 PM 

          Bartenders: Arena Bartenders: Aren 

         General Meeting   
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

  Club Rental:       Bar Opens 6 PM Bar Opens 5 PM 

         Bartenders: Mahoney Bartenders: Mahoney 

              

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

          Bar Opens 6 PM Bar Opens 5 PM 

        6 pm PYC Board 
Meeting 

Bartenders:Oleary Bartenders:Oleary 

          CCA Cruise In   

            California Cruising 

            Richardson Bay YC 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

          Bar Opens 6 PM Bar Opens 5 PM 

          Bartenders:Smith Bartenders:Smith 

California Cruising         PYC Cruise Out South Beach Harbor 

Richardson Bay YC             

28 29 30 1-Jul 2 3 4 

              

PYC Cruise Out         PYC Cruise Out Martinez YC 

              


