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PETALUMA YACHT CLUB 
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Continued on page 2 
 

“The Party Animal” 
 

Owned by Staff Commodore’s (Yes both) 
 Neal Parker & Diane Parker 

Length:  32 ft 

Beam: 11 ft 

Draft: 5 ½ ft 

Type:  Islander 32 Auxiliary Sloop 

Built in 1977 

Hailing Port:  Petaluma 

Currently berthed at Vallejo 
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“Party Animal” Continued from page 1 

(Front page of the Empire News, Sunday May 20, 1984) 

FAMILY DREAM FOUNDERS  
Maiden voyage shipwrecked on 101 

By CHRIS COURSEY  

The maiden voyage of Diane and Neal Parker's 24-foot sloop was a little rougher than expected. Un-
der clear skies and in a light breeze Saturday afternoon, the sailboat went aground in the southbound lane of 
Highway 101, just north of Petaluma. 

Diane Parker said the family was heading from their Santa Rosa home to the Petaluma River to try 
out the use Neptune sloop, which they bought just a month ago and hadn’t yet sailed. She said Neal was 
driving about 40 mph in the slow lane when the trailer behind their Buick sedan began to jackknife wildly.  
The trailer skidded to one side, than the other, then pulled the car sideways and smashed into the Buick’s 
right-hand side. 

The sloop popped off the trailer and onto the road, leaving a telltale blue skid marks 80 feet long be-
fore coming to rest in the shoulder of the highway.  “The CHP said the trailer is too small for the boat,” 
Neal said, “We just bought them both a month ago and the guy said the trailer was right”. 

Southbound traffic on the highway was backed up for nearly two miles for more than an hour as the 
wreckage was cleared.  

Neither the Parkers nor their son, Tony, was hurt in the 1:30 p.m. accident.  But their dreams were 
shattered.  “It’s really sad,” Diane said, “Neal’s dream has always been to own a sailboat”. Neal Parker had 
a pained look on his face as a towing crew dragged the boat onto a flatbed truck. Each scrape of the keel 
across the pavement seemed to sag his shoulders another inch.  Tony recovered a bottle of champagne from 
the boat – it wouldn’t be needed for a christening this weekend. “It doesn’t have a name yet,” Neal said. “I 
guess it’ll have to be the “Lucky somethin’ or other”. 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

We can always remember the exact day we first visited the Petaluma Yacht Club .  It was on May 19, 1984. 
The day of the accident. 

The boat ended up being towed to the towing company by the Petaluma Yacht Club.  At that time we didn’t 
have our current clubhouse and the club met at a room in the house next to our current club (which is cur-
rently owned by Colleen Mahoney).  Phyllis White was a member of our club at that time and saw our boat 
being towed in.  She came over to us and asked what happened.  We explained about the accident and she  

Continued on page 15 

 

.  
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Ted Adams -  Commodore 

April, time to go boating. 

The days are getting longer and the weather 

warmer. Gotta love it. 

For those of you that missed the board 

meeting last month, you missed a doozy.  

We agreed to have a membership drive that 

will proceed immediately. Half price initia-

tion, and no dues for the rest of the fiscal 

year. This right now is not an open door to 

the public, but for those of you that have 

friends that might be on the fence we can 

entice to join. Opening Day on the river will 

be an open house, to all we invite to show 

off the club.  We discussed the newsletter 

and how to make it easily accessible to the 

membership. The cost to mail is just too 

prohibitive.  

Memorial Day is coming together nicely, 

Gail doing a stellar job. We are going to 

have all the usual games and meals, so 

come and enjoy the weekend. We need 

some folks to step up and help out, there 

are many jobs that will need helping hands. 

Speaking of the dancing, John and Nancy 

will be giving Samba lessons before the 

weekend so come down learn something 

new, and try to win a piece of the dance 

contest prize. There will be LIVE MUSIC on 

Friday and Saturday night, performances I 

FLAG OFFICER’S REPORTS 

promise you will not forget.  

On March 23rd, we had the annual cleanup 

day and the club is all cleaned up and very 

spiffy. The outside storage got cleaned up, 

and inventoried. The bar sparkles, windows 

and sills cleaned, galley cleaned top to bot-

tom and the heads scrubbed. Thanks to all 

that helped out. 

Although in the past I have not been able to 

participate, I asked Mike Freeman to move 

the Encinal YC cruise to the dates about the 

Wheelchair Regatta. Many of us in the Club 

are Veterans, and were very fortunate to not 

have to face life long, life changing injury 

from combat. The day spent on the bay pro-

vided by boaters that assemble, is very spe-

cial to these guys. Let’s try to make a good 

showing for the Petaluma Yacht Club and the 

Veterans, getting them out on the water. 

Thanks 

Ted 



We have had quite a month at the 

club.  The good times just continue 

to roll.  We had a wonderful crab 

feed, came to see the Oscars , watch Irish dancers 

after our St Patrick’s Day Dinner.  We even had 

movie night with a Downton Abbey dinner.  We 

hope you come to the club and enjoy more of the 

festivities.  It is a lot of fun. 

The memorial day weekend is just around the cor-

ner, save the date—May 22-25. 

The bar is stocked, where you can purchase a cock-

tail for $3.00.  Yes right here at The Friendly  Peta-

luma Yacht Club.   

Come and try the new wheat beer for $3.00.     

And the amazing view is included.           

The Director of the month is Mike Freeman 

The Bartenders for the month of April are as 

follows: 

April 2015  Director  Freema 

3 –  4 G.M. Sleep    

10 – 11 Rosenfeld 

17 – 18   Day, Andy & Kathy/ 

24 – 25   Lautner  

See you at the Club. 
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Michael Freeman - Rear Commodore 

THANKS to the group of 

strong PYC supporters that 

showed up for our annual 

Spring Cleaning Day.  It re-affirmed that “many 

hands make light work.”  30 people contributed 

their time, cookies, bagels, goodies, coffee, lunch 

culinary skills, and energy to making the club 

shine.  The work crew was a good blend of new 

and veteran members.  Gregg Waugh walked 

around with a clipboard recording and updating 

turning basin soundings while Gerry Reinartz 

carefully placed the sounding pole where Gregg 

indicated.  All tasks finished sooner than expected 

and the outcome was terrific.  Great job crew! 

Our next cruise out will be to Schoonmaker Cove 

Marina in Sausalito.  Seven boats are signed up so 

we are looking forward to a good cruise.  As al-

ways, non-boaters are welcome join the PYC 

Tina Powell - Vice Commodore 

cruisers while we are in port.   There are sever-

al hotels in Sausalito right on the water.  So 

invite your sweetie on a romantic getaway by 

the bay! 

We expect 3 other clubs to cruise into Petaluma 

in April.  Please make a special effort to say 

“Hi” to the members of the visiting clubs and 

help them feel some Petaluma hospitali-

ty.  Here’s the April Cruise in Schedule:   

April 3-5:  Barbary Coast YC – They are 

hosting a dessert night on Saturday and 

invited PYC members to join. 

April 24-26:  Bel Marin Keys YC and San 

Francisco YC.  This is the weekend of 

the Butter and Eggs Parade. 

Looking forward to seeing you all out on the 

water! 
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General Meeting Minutes 
 

 

General Meeting MINUTES 

March 6, 2015 7:00 pm 
 

Call to order by Commodore Ted Adams @ 2001 hours  

Thanks for dinner Todd Mendoza and Connie Tudor! Thanks to their help-
ers too- Mark and Maureen Gotham, Don and Gloria Roberts, Gerry and Nancy Reinartz, Carol 
Anderson!! 

Treasurer’s Report – Francesca Smith – all is in good shape 

Secretary’s Report – David Quist – no report 

Commodores Report - Ted Adams 

Only hard copy mailings of PYC newsletter to 4 existing ‘non-emailers’ (see roster). Always 
have club copies to read at club. Old copies filed in Chicken Scratch binder found along 
with annual Commodore yearly review binders in bookcase by fireplace. If you want your 
own copy please print off printer at home. 

Good time at Oakland YC cruise out! Join us on upcoming one(s)! 

Vice Commodore Report -Tina Powell   

Bar Financials – good shape, all stocked, drink up! 

Rear Commodore Report - Mike Freeman  

 Cruise-in’s-  none 

 Cruise out - Sausalito YC end of month 

 Rentals – check with RCO 

 Building Committee - Al Alys – Decks got stained and looks great. Warranty 3-4 years. 

Board member reports - none 

Committee Member Reports 

Events – Carol Anderson/Sherri Adams 

 Crab Feed Valentine’s Day was huge success!! Will repeat next year. 

 St Patty’s day coming up- sign up now. May cancel since sign up low.  

 Downton Abby- watch finale again with other fanatics!  

 4/19 opening day; 4/25 Bel Marin and St Francis dinners 

 Mem day 5/22-24. Coyote Point first signed up to cruise in. Samba lessons by John and 
Nancy. March 24 at 7pm next planning meeting. ‘Dandara’- ‘the Tina Turner of Samba’ 
will be entertainment! 

Membership – Gregg Waugh Installed new members- Linda Lockwood (Michigan sailor growing 
up- gave us a Grand Traverse YC burgee!) & Stacy Horton (Petaluma born and raised!). Spon-
sors: Mac and Francesca Smith; John Wolthausen and Nancy Wolf 

Advertising – Connie Madrid – Anne Gealta-Heidemann got Hollingsworth to renew advertising! 
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Cruise-Outs – Mike Freeman - absent 

Newsletter – Denise Calvert- no report 

Photography – Gerry Reinartz -no report 

PICYA  -   Linda Blue absent no report 

Web – Gerry Reinartz - latest newsletter posted to website. 

Coop – Maureen Gotham - no report. Come by and see new things! 

Galley - Todd Mendoza- no report 

Other Committee Reports - none 

Delta Cruise- Mac Smith – working on it. 

Sunshine – Linda Frost–  

 Former member Ho Humphry up and walking about.  

 Karl and Carol Brandt here!  

 Janny van Aalderen healing and working first tour of year. 

Old Business: none 

New Business: none 

For the good of the club-  

 Cathy Lehmann 3/17 Tuesday - 4pm Sword & Serpent Irish Bar open. 738 B St.  

 Mac Smith - Beautiful yacht outside is a 1972 Stephens 85’. His other yacht is 165’!  

 Nancy Wolf- Now have PYC note cards to send thx to anyone who has contributed. Job done 
at Quality Printing. Might be able to order some for yourself.  

 Larry Kubo - CG Aux gave PYC check from their own pockets as a contribution!  

 Gloria Roberts reminding all of Spring cleaning March 21- Donuts and Lunch provided by the 
Swifts! 

Next Board meeting March 19th, 7 PM 

Next General meeting April 3rd. 

Adjournment by Commodore Adams @ 2037 hours 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

David Quist, Secretary PYC 

(Continued from page 5) 
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  BBQ Chicken  
Salad 

Warm Vegetables  
Larry Kubo’s Famous 

Potatoes  
 

Dessert: 
Strawberry Shortcake  

RSVP 
tmendoza@cbnorcal.com  

Good Friday Observers: 
Salmon on Request  

call Gloria 707-799-4768 
 for price 

 
 

 

PETALUMA YACHT CLUB  

GENERAL MEETING DINNER 
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Sunshine Chairperson Linda Frost 

lindafrost@comcast.net 

Call me  707-481-3839 

Or 707-780-8812  

Please contact me if you know if one of our members are sick or any 

other news about our members.  I can’t do my job without your help. 

APRIL PYC BIRTHDAYS 

  2ND Dan Arena 

  5th Paul Claeyssens 

  6th  Lynda Hooper 

  8th Sharon Donovan 

  9th April Chapman 

12th Judith Comstock 

17th Anne Gealta 

20th Connie Tudor 

23rd Linda Blue 

27th Marty Little 

28th Barbara Johnston  

Sad News:  Ho  Humphrey passed away last week.  His family 

is coordinating plans for a service with Todd Mendoza.   

Details will be forthcoming. 
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Building Committee Report 

The Building Committee in accord with its mission statement was able to accomplish the following 
tasks over the past year. 

 

Acquired and assembled a new stainless steel BBQ 

Installed a new 30 year roof 

Installed new 6” gutters 

Repair of dry rot and replacement of all siding on the upper deck 

Replacement of cap rail on upper deck 

Power washing, chalking and painting the exterior of the building 

Removed and power washed both awnings, twice 

Refinishing of ship’s wheel on building 

Installation of upper deck storm door 

Installation of new pin rail around flagpole 

Power sanded and refinished flag pole base 

Installation of new beverage cooler 

Installation of shelving over galley cabinets 

Shades re-sewn in dining and bar rooms 

Installation of new shelving in beverage storage area 

Installation of new stainless steel stove, built-in microwave and exhaust hood 

Power washed, refastened, sanded and stained all decks, railings and wind screen 

All of the large tasks were reserved for over the years in the Building Account.  A BIG and grateful 
THANK YOU to all that participated in accomplishing the tasks. 

 

Al Alys, Chair 
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2015 PYC Cruise Out Schedule 

Month Destination 
  

April 

17-19: Petaluma Yacht Club, 

Opening Day on the River – April 

19th 

 

May 

15-17: Sequoia Yacht Club, Red-

wood City 

22-25: PYC-Memorial Day Event 

June 
26-28: South Beach Harbor, SF 

Giants Baseball Game 

July 3-5: Martinez YC 

August 

Delta Cruise:  August 11-25 

11th - Pittsburg, 12th, Rio Vista, 13

-16th Sacramento, 16th Oxbox, 17-

21st Delta YC, 21-? Raft out 

 

September 
25-27: Encinal Yacht Club – 

Wheelchair Regatta 

October 9-11: Angel Island 

November 20-22: Benicia YC 

December 6th: PYC Lighted Boat Parade 
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DATE EVENT/CRUISE 

April 19  Open House, Opening Day on the River  

May 22-25 Memorial Day Event 

August Delta Cruise 

Cruise Chair –                       
Mike Freeman 

(707) 544-3873 or email at mfreeman@sonic.net 

Events Chair -                       
Carol Anderson 

(707) 529-9244 or email at carolonthe-
boat@hotmail.com 

Upcoming Events 
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                     PYC Summer Membership Drive 2015 
 

To attract new members to our club PYC is offering a 50% 
discount on initiation fee. The discount applies to applica-

tions received from April 1st until July 31st, 2015. The usual 
initiation fee of $500 will be reduced to $250 during this 

time. The fee can be broken up into 5 payments with the first 
payment of $50 made when the application is submitted. All 
other rules apply including attending 2 meetings and being 
installed as a member with two sponsors. Dues of $300 will 

be due at the end of the club year. 

 

  OPEN HOUSE !!  

  OPENING DAY ON THE RIVER  

SUNDAY APRIL19th 
Bring your friends and family members to enjoy Opening Day 

and tour our club, have a drink! 
We need new members who are interested in the boating life 

with or without a boat. After all, there are a few members who 
have boats for sale! So let's take advantage of this fantastic of-

fering by  
PYC and bring new members into the club. 

 

Contact Gregg Waugh , membership chairman, at 707-479-9305 for an 
application 
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ACADEMY 

AWARDS 

NIGHT AT 

THE PYC 

DOWNTOWN ABBEY SEASON FINALE AT THE PYC 
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said, “You poor babies.  Come in and have a drink”. That is when we first heard of and met the members 
of the club.  Everyone was so nice to us that we decided to join.   

We didn’t end up naming the boat “Lucky anything” as Neal mentioned in the newspaper article. Instead 
we decided on the name of “Breakaway” since the boat did “break away” from the trailer. It took over a 
year and a half before the boat was fixed (that is another full story in itself). If any boat could be jinxed, 
that boat was. These are some of the problems we had with Breakaway. 

 

 After all of the wait to finally get the boat repaired, Neal took the boat down to Port Sonoma to launch 
it.  When he started the engine, the battery cables started on fire.   

 After that problem was fixed (which took about a month) Neal took the boat for a sail and the engine 
died, which forced Neal to try and sail the boat back to Port Sonoma.  Having to tack back and forth 
down the channel he ended up going aground.  Another boat tried to help but it was so shallow he had 
to wait until early morning until the tide came back in 

 The next try was sailing to San Rafael.  The exhaust broke and diesel smoke filled the cabin.  He had 
to return back to Port Sonoma, again only with sails.  

 Again, after repairs we trailer the boat up to the Delta for the Delta Cruise. I was concerned about all 
of the problems we were having and had concerns about using the boat. Harry Simpson, one of the 
charter members, reassured me that if necessary he would tow us around.  We launched the boat at Ti-
ki Lagoon.  The group was at Mildred Island so we started motoring over to them.  Just before we 
reach the tie up, our engine ran away and the injector pump locked itself in the engine.  Again, we are 
dead in the water.  Harry kept his word and ended up towing us around for a week.  That was the kind 
of man Harry was. 

 

I could go on and on with all of the problems we had with our boat.  Our insurance company told us at the 
time the accident occurred that the boat could be fixed and the value of the boat would not be affected.  
When we finally sold the Breakaway, we had to almost give it away because the Marine Survey stated the 
boat had been grounded hard and may not be sea worthy.   

 

We bought Party Animal in January 1991 and we have been able to really enjoy sailing without the con-
cerns and problems we had before.  

“Party Animal”  Continued from page 2 
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Spring 

Cleaning 

at the 

PYC  
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St Patrick’s Day Dinner at the PYC 

 

Spring Cleaning at the PYC  
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 ●  Wills & Trusts  ●  Trust Administration 

 ●  Probate  ●  Elder Abuse 

 ●  Business & Nonprofit Law ●  Real Estate Law  

Transaction & Litigation 

JOHNSTON | THOMAS 

ATTORNEYS AT LAW 

(707) 545-6542 

rjohnston@johnstonthomas.com 

1400 N. Dutton Ave., Suite 21   ●  Santa Rosa, CA 

  

   
Lawyer, Sailor & 

All-Round Good 
Guy 

  

 

   Roy Johnston 
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NEWSLETTER 
Denise Calvert 

 
WEBMASTER 
Gerry Reinartz 

 
MEMBERSHIP 
Gregg Waugh 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY/ALBUM 

Gerry Reinartz 
 

EVENTS 
Sherri Adams 

Carol Anderson 
 

MEMORIAL DAY 
Open 

 
 CRUISE  

Mike Freeman 
 

ADVERTISING 
Connie Madrid 

Staff Commodores 
 

Alfred A. Alys        
Alfred A. Alys        
Tony Smith        
Doug Robinson       
Barry Parkinson     
Charles English      
Pat Ryan        
Harry Simpson       
Alfred A. Alys        
Gerald Cooper       
Bill Bradford        
Dave Simonson       
Donald Hoirup       
Jerry Wright        
Neal Parker        
Duffy Stewart        
Ted Lehmann        
Cris Crispen        
Tom Griffith        
Steve Hand        
Tom Bamberger      
Glenn Burch        
Rose Collins        
Mary McDermott    
Harold Niles        
Larry Kubo        
McKenzie Smith     
James Keller 
Diane Parker 
Tom Corbett 
Don Roberts  
Levi Swift 
Francesca Smith 
Diana Holmes 
Linda Blue 
Marty Little 
Gerry Reinartz
  
        
 

1977-78 
1978-79 
1979-80 
1980-81 
1981-82 
1982-83 
1983-84 
1984-85 
1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-88 
1988-89 
1989-90 
1990-91 
1991-92 
1992-93 
1993-94 
1994-95 
1995-96 
1996-97 
1997-98 
1998-99 
1999-00 
2000-01 
2001-02 
2002-03 
2003-04 
2004-05 
2005-06 
2006-07 
2007-08 
2008-09 
2009-10 
2010-11 
2011-12 
2012-13 
2013-14
  

COMMITTEE CHAIRS 
CRUISE-IN GREETERS 

Tom & Linda Corbett 
 

SUNSHINE 
Linda Frost 

 
COOP 

Maureen Gotham 
 

GALLEY  
Todd Mendoza 

 
BUILDING 

Al Alys  - Chair 
Don Roberts, Larry 

Calvert,  Harold Niles, 
Scott Sibbald 

 
P.I.C.Y.A 

Linda Blue 
 

Delta Cruise-out 
McKenzie Smith 

 
 

COMMODORE 

Ted Adams 

(415) 246-6318 

VICE COMMODORE 

Tina Powell 

(707) 486-2747 

REAR COMMODORE 

Michael Freeman 

(707) 577-5074 

 

 

DIRECTORS 

Gerry Reinartz 

( Staff Commodore ) 

Carol Anderson 

Todd Mendoza 

David Quist 

John Wolthausen 

 

2014 -  2015 Board of Directors 
Clubhouse Phone 

707-765-9725 
 

E-mail 

To send a mass e-mail 
pycmail@reinwalk.com 

 
 

Web Address 
www.petalumayachtclub.com 

 

Photo’s prior to 2012 
www.shutterfly.com 

 

User Name:  
pycpictures@comcast.net 

Password: 

petaluma 
 
 
 

SECRETARY 

David Quist 

secretary@petalumayachtclub.com  

TREASURER 

Francesca Smith 

(707) 484-6889 

 

mailto:secretary@petalumayachtclub.com


PYC Bar Duty Roster 2015 G.M. = 

General Meeting 

PLEASE REPORT ANY and ALL 

CHANGES to THE DIRECTOR OF THE 

10 C Street 
Petaluma, CA 

94952 
 

707-765-9725 
 

Bar Director: Mike Freeman 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 
      1 2 3 4 

          Bar Opens 6 PM Bar Opens 5 PM 

          Bartenders:  Sleep Bartenders: Sleep 

         General Meeting   
              

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

          Bar Opens 6 PM Bar Opens 5 PM 

    
 

    
Bartenders: Rosen-

feld 
Bartenders: Rosen-

feld 

             

              

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

          Bar Opens 6 PM Bar Opens 5 PM 

        Board Meeting 
Bartenders: Day, 

Andy & Kathy 
Bartenders: Day, 

Andy & Kathy 

              

              

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

PYC Open 
House 

        Bar Opens 6 PM Bar Opens 5 PM 

Opening Day on         Bartenders: Lautner Bartenders:Lautner 

The River         
Cruise In:  Bel Marin 
Keys & San Francis-
co Yacht Clubs 

 Cruise In:  Bel Marin 
Keys & San Francis-
co Yacht Clubs 

26 27 28 29 30     
              

              

              


